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In July, Have Paws Will  Travel will  meet at 7:00 p.m.
on the 2nd and 3rd Tuesday at the County Extension
building. The July social outing will be on the 4th

Tuesday. Call Carmen Moyer if you have general
scheduling questions. Young puppies meet every
Tuesday–call Lora Brady if your puppy is in Lora’s
class and you have questions.
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Dog wash at PetCo,
9425 E County Line Road at Chester, (north side of
County Line), 7:00 p.m. They will  give us a discount
on their regular charge for each dog. Details to be
announced. Sue Green will coordinate.
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 Special speaker at HPWT Puppy Meeting.
Alison Kindrachuk will  be on hand to share her recent
GDB internship experience with us. Youth members
from all clubs who are interested in applying for an
internship in the future are especially encouraged to
join us. Come, find out first hand what the GDB
internship program is all about!
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The Canine Oracles club meets every Monday evening at
4:30 p.m. in the County Extension Building. Call Caroline
Wriston if you have questions about the schedule.
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VICTORY, a male yellow lab raised by
Kristen & Mary Logan, graduated from San Rafael on
June 23, with a man from Minnesota. DUTTON, a male
yellow lab raised by the DeKruif family,  graduated
from Oregon June 30 with a man from Oregon.
Congratulations puppy raisers, graduates, and Guides!

�K2 � � 2 LM8 �J� �=8N� <

����������� �'�$�O�P!(#RQ �.S �P!��UTRVWTXQW�

�Y�[Z��[�.!�)'���(V\��]^!`_

Check with your leader if you have
questions about the appropriateness of
an outing for your  puppy. Call ahead to

make sure your event welcomes Guide Dogs. If you know of an
activity appropriate for Paws about Town, please submit it to the
editor at hpwtdogmom@aol.com.

COLORADO SYMPHONY. Fiddler©s Green. July 15
at 7:30 p.m. Join Dot Dill ’s puppy raising group for a
free concert!

CONCERTS IN THE PARK. Littleton Historical
Museum. Wednesdays, July 11th, 18th, & 25th. Concerts
begin at 7:00 p.m. Free. 

DENVER BOTANIC GARDENS - FREE DAYS
Third Monday each month, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Take
a walk through the Gardens and enjoy entertainment
throughout the day along with Then & Now tours at
11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Free. 720-865-3544. 
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County Fair exhibits must be turned in Monday,
July 23rd, at the County Extension building.
Raisers are encouraged to bring their pups and
participate in an interview, which greatly
enhances your project in the eyes of the judges.
HPWT’s interview time is 9:00 a.m., but walk-ins are
welcome any time between 9:00 a.m. and noon on the 23rd.
If  you cannot present your project in person, get it to Carmen
beforehand and she wil l drop it off f or you. Please refer to
the June 4-H Pipeline or call  Carmen for more information.
The projects will  be on display until 7:00 p.m. on the 24th

and until  1:00 p.m. on the 25th, so all  you adult raisers, let’s
show our support for our 4-H’ers and go have a look at what
our kids can do! 
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Abolene is a career change golden and co-raiser of
eight puppies. Puppies can address questions to
Abbi e c/o the edit or or e-mail  at
hpwtdogmom@aol.com

Dear Abbie:
Every once in a while, the sky gets dark
during the day. It smells like there’s

something wrong with the air, but my humans don’t
seem to notice. After a while, there are these horrible
booming noises! The noise is everywhere all at once
and nowhere feels safe except right up next to one of
my humans. They pat me and keep telli ng me it will  be
all right–but I think really they are scared, too. They
tell me I’ ll have a hard time being a Guide if I’m a
coward, but I can’ t help it. What am I going to do?

 –Cowering in the Corner
Dear Corner:
The phenomenon you are describing is called a
thunderstorm, and we have a lot of them in Colorado.
They are disturbing, it’s true, because we dogs are so
sensitive to changes in our surroundings. Your humans
cannot change the weather, but they can help you feel
better about it. The first thing they need to do is make
sure you are never left alone in the yard when a
thunderstorm might come up. Not only could you
develop a permanent fear of thunder, but you could be
injured by hail or get scared enough to try to break out
of the yard and run away. Sounds like your humans
are trying to console you when you’re afraid. They
don’t realize that their reassurances only convince you
that there really is something to be scared of. It’s as
though they were praising you for feeling fear. Instead,
they should be very matter-of-fact about the thunder,
taking little or no notice of it. They can play with you
with your Kong or tug ring if you feel up to it, or
brush you if you enjoy that, during the storm. These
normal, pleasant activities will  help you realize there is
nothing to be done about thunder and help you keep
calm. Ask your humans to get a tape of thunder
sounds and play it on clear days. They can play with
you or brush you while the tape runs so you learn to
associate the sound with pleasant things. Then when
you hear a real storm, you might not even notice it.
My raiser used to play a thunder tape all the time when
I was little, so when the real thunder came, I was
already used to it. With your human’s help, you can
overcome your fears and go on to become a fabulous
Guide Dog.
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Guide Dogs requires that our puppies have their hips
X-rayed for prescreening between seven and nine
months of age–that’s not a day younger than their
seven-month birthday and not a day older than their
nine-month birthday. Because the type of X-ray
equipment and the way pup is positioned both have a
bearing on the usefulness of the films, GDB requires
that we have the procedure done at pre-approved vet
offices. A list of approved vets appears on the HPWT
club roster, but the closest vet to most of us is
Colorado Vet Specialists at Broadway and County Line
Road. Here are a few hints to make the process as
painless as possible:

1) Call well in advance of your pup’s nine-month
birthday to schedule the appointment; often there is a
wait to get in. Double check the date and time with the
office a day or two before the appointment.
2) On appointment day, don©t feed the dog breakfast.
3) Plan to drop the dog off early in the morning.
4) Present the GDB vet form when
you drop off the dog at the clinic.
5) The clinic will keep the dog for
several hours because light
sedation will probably be
necessary. 
6)You can usually pick up the dog
early in the afternoon, or as late as
the clinic stays open, whatever fits
your schedule.
7) Pick up the X-ray when you pick up the dog. 
8) The clinic does have maili ng envelopes for X-rays.
Pick one up, even if they have the wrong address on the
maili ng label. You can correct the address later.
9) If they offer to interpret the X-ray for you, say no.
Guide Dogs will  tell you whether or not your dog’s
hips are okay after they have reviewed the films.
10) Double check that the correct ear tag number is
developed right on the X-ray and that the raiser’s name
is somewhere on the maili ng envelope.
11) Give the films and envelope to Carmen for maili ng,
or mail them yourself to: Guide Dogs for the Blind,
Attn: Veterinary Department, P.O. Box 151200, San
Rafael, CA 94915. The films will eventually be mailed
back to the return address on the envelope. The local
vet does not need the films back.
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Keeping our puppy coats neat, clean, and in good
repair is essential to projecting a positive image

of Guide Dogs and 4-H. One of the biggest
problems with coats seems to be that the

velcro stops sticking as it should. If  this happens
to your puppy’s coat, give Debra Bingham a
call . She will  replace the velcro with a new

strip that works properly, so your puppy
can go in style!
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 Our puppies,
whatever their age, occasionally mouth objects they
shouldn’ t–everything from socks to rocks, from sewing
needles to sticks and beyond. Ideally, an alert puppy raiser
wrests the item away before it goes down the gullet, but
sometimes the dog is too quick on the gulp, or the ill -
advised swallow wasn’ t witnessed at all . If  the dog is lucky,
he will vomit it up on his own, or the object will be passed
in a few days without any problems. Other times, diarrhea
will  occur, but the object will  still  be eliminated. In the
worst case, the object is too large to be passed and must be
taken out surgically. If  a dog seen swallowing something
develops intestinal woes, it’s not hard to deduce the
problem. If  the act was not witnessed, it may take an X-ray
to confirm that something untoward has taken up residence
in the undiscriminating dog’s gut.
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If  you saw your dog ingest a foreign
object, and not more than two hours have passed, it is best
to induce vomiting. Administer full  strength hydrogen
peroxide (one tablespoon every 5-10 minutes until you get
results) or two tablespoons of dry salt, and the dog will
bring up the contents of its stomach. It’s a safe bet that if
the dog could swallow the object, it can get rid of it, too.
Longer than two hours, however, and the object will li kely
have passed from the stomach to the intestines, and
vomiting will  be of no help. Do not induce vomiting for
caustic substances or sharp items that could cause more
damage coming up. If  you have questions or concerns
about your dog’s freelance diet, call a leader to discuss
whether a vet visit is in order. If  you think your dog has
ingested something poisonous, call the National Animal
Poison Control Center Hotline at 800-548-2423 or 900-
680-0000, and call your vet immediately.
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 Has your
puppy had its pill for July?
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 Young puppies grow fast!
Check your puppy’s collar frequently to
make sure it fits correctly. You should be
able to fit two fingers between the collar
and the dog’s neck, but it must not be loose
enough to slip over the dog’s head. Graduate from the thin
baby collar your puppy came with, to the large adult collar
included in the puppy packet, as soon as your puppy is big
enough that the adult collar will  not slip over its head. Use
the buckle and length adjusters to shorten the adult collar to
its smallest size. Be sure to transfer the tags when you
change collars, too.
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 One of our goals as puppy raisers is to
trade our dogs at least once a month. Vacations count as
trades, too!
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 Our leaders need to know where all
Club pups are if they leave the Denver Metro area, even for
a day trip. They have supplies and advice you will need
when traveling with your pup, so discuss travel plans and file
a travel form with a leader before you depart. 
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by Chris Brady
I recently attended the Puppy Raiser Advisory Council
meeting in San Rafael. These are a few of the items that
were on the agenda:
• Possible changes to the graduation ceremony with

Graduate Advisory Council  chair Chris Pazan. The
graduates wanted more time before the ceremony to
talk one-on-one with the raisers. We also discussed
starting the ceremony 30 minutes earlier to
accommodate graduates who have to catch early
flights.

• The council will start working on a program to
gather information on different fund-raising
programs and activities used by clubs, and distribute
the ideas to other clubs.

• The Puppy Raising Department is working on
making forms available online for raisers to
download and print. These forms will i nclude a
graduation invitation that can be downloaded and
personalized with your dog’s name to send to
friends, relatives, or co-workers who have known
the puppy, inviting them to come to graduation.

• Guide Dogs is experimenting with the use of food to
help train puppies with extreme issues.

The next Council  meeting is in November. If  you have any
items for discussion please e-mail them or write them down
and give them to either Chris or Lora Brady.
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by Ellen Goldstein
A puppy sitter’s time with a
pup is so very limited. The

dogs qui ck l y become
wonderfully loving and sometimes a li ttle
rambunctious. These little (and not so little) bundles of
energy make us proud to be a part of Guide Dogs for
the Blind; we have immense respect for the job their
raisers do with them. Having kept a number of puppies
this summer, we sitters want to stress something
important that you, the raiser, can do to create a better
puppy sitting experience for all involved.

Be clear up front about your pup’s behaviors,
idiosyncracies, and habits. Whether the dog’s behavior
is Guide Dog appropriate or not, the sitter must be
told what to expect, so that we can be proactive in
caring for, monitoring, and correcting the dog. If we
are not warned about the dog’s challenging behaviors,
we are left to believe that the pup is testing us, has
poor manners, has health issues, or that we are doing
something wrong. It is frustrating to learn only after
the visit that the behavior we encountered is one that
the raiser is aware of and handling in a certain way. Be
specific about issues such as health needs and history;
jumping on counters, furniture, or beds; barking;
“stealing”  and retrieving items; games like keep-away;
backyard behavior; carpet vs. linoleum; normal
relieving schedule; freedom vs. no freedom; and
anything else about your pup that will help us
anticipate his idiosyncracies. 

These are “special needs”  pups, being left in “day
care.”  When you apprise us of  your dog’s issues, it
allows us to better help your dog learn that certain
manners are expected in all home environments, not
just in its own raiser’s home. The information doesn©t
create any judgement on our part about the pup or the
raiser and besides, whatever the dog’s issues are, we’ ll
probably find out anyway! Your cooperation in this
matter will  greatly enhance the abili ty of all the puppy
sitters to do a better job.
 Ed. note: Our leaders are revising our puppy sitting form
so it will  be easy to supply all  the information needed to
make the puppy sitting experience beneficial and enjoyable
for everyone involved. If you have any comments on how
to improve the puppy sitting form, please give them to
Carmen. Meanwhile, please be sure to completely fill out
the old puppy visiting form whenever your puppy will
spend time in another raiser’s home.
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To Berta Waldmeier for organizing
the light rail outing downtown.

To Debra Bingham for offering to fix
worn-out puppy coat velcro.

To Ellen Goldstein and Sydney Spraggs for opening
their homes to (and risking their carpets on)
countless Club puppies while raisers vacation this

summer!
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"I hope that you are all having a wonderful
summer. Thanks so much for taking time to
be part of the Pet-a-Pup program. You are a
terr ific bunch doing a terr ific job. Thanks a
Milli on!"                                 –Wendy Eder
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Tuesday July 3rd: Carmen Moyer & LODGE, Lizz
Landert & TRESELER, Pam Lightfoot & KARLEEN,
Barb Kindrachuk & TYSON, Ryan DeKruif & FURLEY,
Becky Ward & JUSTIN, and Jeff Mosal & PEARL.
Thursday July 19th: Bill  Wriston & JOEL, Barb
Kindrachuk & TYSON, Don Lightfoot & KARLEEN.

6.+87:9�;=<?>A@B@:1.CEDF1G9�-IHKJL<MJN>A@=CO<P4

Tuesday June 5th: Amy and Sue Green & VENTURE,
Becky Ward & JUSTIN, Pam Lightfoot & KARLEEN,
Jeff Mosal & PEARL, Carmen Moyer & BARIKA,
Russell Smoak & KYRIE, and Barb Kindrachuk &
TYSON.
Thursday June 21st: Barb Kindrachuk & TYSON and
visitor Alison Kindrachuk.
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Guide Dogs would like to ask our help in a research project
to track the health of its puppies, particularly during their
early stages.  The tracking will allow GDB to provide us
with the best advice, support and care.  All  we need to do is
inform Barb Deevers right away via e-mail whenever a
puppy first experiences symptoms of ill ness during its first
month in the home.  Note the puppy©s name, tattoo number,
breed and sex, date of birth, date of symptoms and
description of symptoms.  If a veterinarian has been
contacted, please provide his or her name, phone number,
and diagnosis, so GDB can follow up if necessary. Thank
you for helping us ensure the health of our pups.
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Recently, Emma Creasey gave an interview to Purple
Mountain.com, an on-line magazine for kids. This is
the article that appeared in their May edition.

Extra!
More Puppy Love

ENGLEWOOD, CO–Emma Creasey, 12, raises puppies to
become Guide Dogs. She knows puppies sometimes like to
chew on furniture and your favorite toys. They need to be
fed and walked. They also greet you when you come home
from school. They're soft and cuddly and like to play. They
want to be your best friend.

Emma and her family are raising their fifth puppy for Guide
Dogs for the Blind. When the puppies leave their raisers,
they go to Guide Dog school in Oregon or Cali fornia for 6
months. Two of Emma's puppies graduated. Two did not.
When that happens, the school offers the puppy raiser the
chance to adopt the puppy.

“You have 24 hours to say yes or no,”  said Emma. “Our dog
DEBUT was one week away from graduating when she
growled at someone. Now DEBUT is back with us as our
family dog.”

A few months ago, Emma and her family watched their
puppy DUNKIRK graduate. DUNKIRK is a yellow Labrador.
“ I played with DUNKIRK and met the blind person who is his
new owner. We swapped addresses to keep in touch,”  Emma
said.

Guide Dogs for the
Blind tracks dogs by
never repeating a
name. “That's how
they end up with such
interesting names,”
Emma said. “ In a li tter
of puppies, the names
will  all  start with the
same letter.”

Once each month, a
truck travels from
place to place, picking
up trained puppies and
dropping off  new ones.
“Some people get a
new puppy every time
they give back a
trained one,”  Emma
said. “We waited a few
months. Now we have
LENA.” 

“Puppy raising taught me patience,”  she said. “Puppies don't
learn overnight. You have to work with them over and over.
And it you don't keep your room clean your puppy might eat
your Game Boy or your favorite shoes.”
Emma hopes she inspired her sixth-grade teacher and
classmates to raise a Guide Dog puppy. “ I planted the seed
in their heads,”  Emma said. “We'll see if they follow
through.”
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Subscribe to the Puppy Pipeline on-line by
sending a note to the editor at

hpwtdogmom@aol.com. You’ ll get
your news faster and save the club
expenses, too! If you know of
graduates or career change dog keepers

that might be interested in the newsletter, feel free to
pass the subscription information along to them as well.


