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) HEUXDU\ � � � WK 7:00 p.m. Training meeting at County
Extension building.

)HEUXDU\� � � VW United  Airlines  Training  Center.
United has a mock up simulator of  a 767 aircraft cabin
that is used to train flight crews. Since we are unable to
access  the  concourses  at  DIA,  this  is  an  excellent
alternative  to  allow  our  puppies  to  experience
boarding/deplaning an aircraft and emergency procedures.
They will  also go over tips &  procedures for processing
through screening.  Please ar r ive no later  than 6:15 p.m
(this allows 15  minutes to  go  through  security--late
arrivals may miss the tour!) 7401 Martin Luther  King
Blvd. (corner of Martin Luther King and Quebec near the
old Stapleton airport). Enter from 35th street (see map last
page).  Use the entrance gate call  button  to  identify
yourself  and park in any non-designated parking space.
(Plenty of parking is available.) Our escort will meet us at
6:30 at the “F-Building”  lobby (three-story glass building
to  the  left  of  the  campus  entrance)  for  the  tour.
Transportation via RTD bus from the Arapahoe &  I-25
park &  ride is detailed on our website. RSVP to Danny
Henderson  no  later  than  the February  14th  meeting.
(Social  security  numbers  are  not  needed  after  all.)
Cameras are permissible. While this is a first-of-its-kind
opportunity for our puppy club and promises to be a great
experience for both puppies and raisers, it is an optional
event. Sloppy puppy kisses and wildly wagging tails to
Danny Henderson for arranging this wonderful outing!

) HEUXDU\ � � � WK 7:00  p.m.  Training  and  business
meeting at County Extension building.
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HPWT members and puppies have been invited to an
Easter Egg Hunt for the Visually Impaired on the morning
of April 8, 2006 at the Qwest Building, 700 West Mineral
in Littleton. The blind kids hunt for beeping eggs as part
of the party. Reserve the date and plan to attend!
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Our puppies were such a smashing success at the Village
nursing home that we have been asked to come back on a
regular basis, every  other  month.  The schedule is still
being worked out, but our next "Village Visit" will  be in
March. Watch the newsletter and website for details!
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Did you know HPWT now has eighteen puppies being
raised? With such a big group, we need to be a little more
formal  about some things than we have been in the past.
Here are our New Year's resolutions to help keep HPWT
the great club we all enjoy:

Ù Attendance will  be kept with a sign-in chart. Raisers
are responsible for  making sure they  get  credit  for
attendance by checking themselves & their puppies in.
GDB requires attendance at 80% of  the meetings all
year.  That  means you can miss about  one meeting
every three months and still be within guidelines.

Ù Meetings will start promptly at 7:00 p.m.—so if you're
late,  you're going to  miss something,  maybe even
something important!

Ù A leader will  be on hand ten minutes before and after
all meetings for questions and problem-solving.

Ù Social  outings  are  just  as  important  as  training
meetings. Raiser families will  be asked to plan one
social  outing a year for the group. This gives you a
chance to show off  your favorite socialization places
and invite the group to your end of town!

Ù The Doggie Tales program and Village Visits deserve
our active support. Everyone needs to make an effort
to attend these extra activities as often as they can.

Ù Monthly reports are always due at the fourth Tuesday
meeting. Let's all  resolve to turn them in without  a
reminder (or three) from Carmen.

Ù Puppies need to be traded at  least  once every  two
months. Raisers are responsible for arranging trades.

Ù The Extension building must  be swept  after  every
meeting. Raisers are asked to each take their turn on
broom duty.
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Christina &  Danny Henderson received male
yellow lab  SLOAN, a four month old transfer
dog on  January 18th. The Hendersons have
done tons of  puppy sitting in past year while waiting for
the perfect puppy for  their family. From what we hear,
SLOAN fits the bill perfectly!
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Address  questions  to  Abbie  at
abbie@hpwtdogmom.org

Dear Readers:
It  is with great  sadness we announce the passing of
"Abbie"  on January 10th, 2006.  ABOLENE had struggled
with kidney failure and cancer for  several  months, and
endured arthritis for years. She was five days short of her
fifteenth birthday. 

ABOLENE was Andrea Loughry's first guide puppy; she
came to Colorado on March 21, 1991 at nine weeks old.
At  that  time,  there was no puppy  club  in  Arapahoe
County,  so  Andrea &  ABOLENE belonged to  Eyes for
Others in Jefferson County. In January 1992, Have Paws
Will  Travel was established. Andrea and  ABOLENE were
charter  members.  ABOLENE was one of  the first  two
puppies returned for harness training from HPWT, but she
was dropped from the program five weeks later for flea
allergy dermatitis. Luckily, there are no fleas in Colorado,
so ABOLENE's skin condition was eased once she got home. 

 ABOLENE enjoyed obedience training and participating
in  HPWT  meetings,  helping  new  raisers waiting  for
puppies get experience with dog handling. She co-raised
thirteen puppies, setting a wonderful  example of  proper
behavior for her young protégés. ABOLENE participated in
the Pet-a-Pup program at Craig Hospital, and the Doggie
Tales library  reading program. She began writing Ask
Abbie in August 1998, and wrote 77 columns before her
death. 

Retired  guide  JASPER,  one of  the puppies  ABOLENE

helped raise, will  continue her advice column, preserving
the "Ask Abbie" name in her honor. 
Visit  a  tribute  to  ABOLENE on-line  at
http://hpwtdogmom.org/club/pipeline/abolene.html.
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We wish to express our deepest thanks for the outpouring
of love and support after  the death of Abolene. During
this heartbreaking time,  your  cards,  emails and hugs
have lifted our  spirits and helped us through our  grief.
Dog people are the best folks in the entire world. Abolene
will  be dearly missed, but her  legacy will  live on with
every puppy raised in Have Paws Will Travel. 

--Andrea , Joe & Miranda Loughry
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CLINT, a male yellow lab raised by John-David and Randi
Peet  was career-changed for  temperament  on January
21st. He will return home to his raisers as a family pet. 
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The following puppies are eligible for return to GDB for
harness training on the Spring puppy trucks:  CHAMPION,
FRANNIE, GASTON, GILLA , ICON, ITALY , LABELLE, and QUAZAR.
We will be starting new training protocols with the Spring
puppies, which will require strict attendance at the weekly
puppy  meetings.  Raisers are asked  to  examine their
schedules and make sure that now is the right time to start
another puppy--whether you're raising for the first or the
twenty-first  time.  If  your  life  doesn't  allow  you  to
consistently make meetings, train the dog at home, and
find time for  the documentation and paperwork,  then
perhaps it's time to consider taking a break from raising. If
your  puppy  is listed,  and  you  want  to  renew  your
commitment to puppy raising, now is the time to fill  out
an application. Ask Carmen if you need a blank form.
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Older puppies may seem "bomb proof" and ready to take
on any situation, but they can still  get stressed out on big
outings. Different puppies show stress in different ways;
here are a few things to watch for:
# Excessive panting, even when the day is not overly hot

and you're sure the dog has had enough to drink.
# Yawning and scratching may signal your dog is trying

to avoid having to do deal with the situation anymore.
# Sweaty paws. Watch for wet paw prints on the ground

or feel the dog's feet for dampness.
# Inappropriate relieving. Your  pup may tell  you he's

had enough by relieving without permission.
# Wild behavior or shutting down. A stressed pup may

become  uncontrollable or  try  to lie down at  every
opportunity to shut out the over-stimulation. 

Watch for signs of  stress and take your puppy out of  the
situation if  need be. If  you can't get away, such as when
you're traveling through an airport,  try  to find a quiet
place for the dog to de-stress for a bit before asking him
to continue, and let the dog take things at his own pace as
much  as  possible.  If  you  misjudge  your  puppy's
capabilities and get into a bad situation, do the best you
can  on  your  dog's behalf  and don't  be too  hard  on
yourself.  Puppies  are  resilient  and  forgiving--simply
document the pup's behavior on the monthly report and do
things  differently  in  the future.  Remember,  after  an
overdose of  stress (including trading with other raisers),
your  puppy may have several  days of  sleeping,  weird
relieving habits, or even destructiveness before he's back
to his old self again!
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From Barb Deevers
Relieving in harness is one of the leading reasons dogs do
not become Guides. While there are some dogs that show
stress in  this way,  others are tripped  up  by  habits
developed as puppies. There are three areas of  relieving
that we can work on to help our pups avoid the “relieving
trap.”

1. In the House:  Heel  the puppy to the relieving area.
Cast or send him out, away from your left side. Have him
circle or figure-eight in front of you and to the right. Try
to habituate the puppy never to relieve in heel position or
on your left. Stand in one place. Don't let the pup lead you
around. Give her five minutes to finish, then kennel for a
time and try again if needed. Get the pup used to relieving
on various surfaces and with distractions (e.g. in the front
yard)  right  from the start.  The command  “Do  your
business”  means “Now is your chance to go and you'd
better take it because it's going to be a while before you
can go again!”  

2. On Outings: When the pup is very young, plan outings
that  are short  and non-stressful. Dedicate the outing to
socializing the puppy and don't expect to get any errands
done while you're out. Do not relieve the puppy before
you leave home;  rather, ask him to relieve before you
enter the store. If the pup doesn't relieve, take it home, or
take a ten minute break in the car and try again. Once he's
relieved, go into the store for about ten minutes, then take
the puppy back to the car, drive home, and give it another
chance to relieve. This teaches the pup to relieve away
from home with distractions and gives you an “empty”
pup and hopefully a successful  outing. As the pup gets
older, lengthen the amount of time in the store. Once your
pup is fairly successful, it's time to start taking him on
errands and along for more of  your everyday routine. If
you have your  pup at  work all  day, establish a “home
base” at work that you can use as a second home.

3. On Neighborhood Walks: Relieve before you start out
on your walk. Correct your puppy for trying to relieve on
route. Make it home if  possible before letting the puppy
finish up. After a while, the puppy will develop a pattern.
If  he always defecates after twenty minutes of  walking,
walk out  ten minutes and back ten minutes, so he can
make it  home without  relieving  on  the walk.  Then
gradually increase the length of  time he is asked to go
before relieving. The idea is to teach the puppy that it is
never okay to relieve on route.

A  year-old dog should only need to relieve four to five
times a day. Unless there is a physical  problem, don't let
your dog try to convince you otherwise, especially if  it's

fidgeting at work or class and simply wants a little break
—it's okay (even desirable) to ask it to hold its bladder
until  a convenient  break  in  your  schedule!  Relieving
success for an one-year-old puppy includes walking a six-
to-eight  block  neighborhood route without  stopping to
empty. If  your pup relieves on an outing more than twice
a year,  that's too much.  Careful  attention to relieving
habits will  pay off  with fewer embarrassing accidents to
clean up in public, and, hopefully, a grand graduation
day! 
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their  caloric requirements constantly  change. A  young,
growing, energetic puppy with a packed social  schedule
may require more food than a career change who lazes
around the house all  day. A puppy with a chunky build
may look overweight  but  actually be thin, while a pup
with a lighter build may be overweight but resemble his
more massively built club-mate. Guide Dogs wants us to
keep our dogs on the lean side of their ideal  weight--this
helps the dog avoid a  tendency to obesity  as it  grows
older.
: KDW�<RX�&DQ�' R�  Puppy raisers must depend on the
body view of  the dog as a guide to whether the puppy
needs more food or needs to be cut back. Examine your
puppy from above regularly. The waist  just  behind the
ribs should be visible, but if it is too pronounced, the dog
may be too thin. No waist means your dog is overweight.
From the side, look for a tuck just in front of the haunch.
No tuck and the dog is overweight. Leaders are skilled at
looking at all  dog body types for ideal  weight, so ask a
leader if you need help deciding about your dog's weight.
When a leader advises a change in your dog's rations, take
it seriously and make the change. Here are some pictures
that can help develop your eye for ideal weight:
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Ribs  easily  palpable,  with  minimal  fat
covering. Waist  easily  noted, when viewed
from above. Abdominal tuck evident. 
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Ribs palpable without excess fat covering.
Waist  observed behind ribs when viewed
from above. Abdomen tucked when viewed
from the side. 
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Ribs  palpable  with  slight  excess  fat
covering. Waist is discernible when viewed
from  above,  but  is  not  prominent.
Abdominal tuck apparent. 

Pictures and descriptions from Ralston Purina website.
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 To Digital Treasure Hunt participants:
Annette  Bossert  with  BEN,  Jeanne

Bruns with  WARNER,  James Creasey with
MADERA, Amanda Hartzell with ICON, Casey
and Debbie Horgan with  HARBOR, Wendy Kalkus with
BRUNSWICK,  Lizz Landert  with  CAELYN, Andrea Loughry
with  CLEMENS,  Kelsey Rea with  QUAZAR, Tonya Santaus
with GASTON, Jenny Truax with ITALY , Barb Witcher with
CHAMPION,  and  Rhonda Sutton  with  FRAMPTON.  Sloppy
kisses to Carmen Moyer  for  putting the treasure hunt
together  and to Tom Moyer  &  his laptop for  the slide
show at  the end of  the evening!  View  all  the fun at
http://hpwtdogmom.org/club/events/treasure_hunt.html.

To  January  Doggie  Tales participants:  Mary  Jo
Mueller  with  MARNEY, Lizz  Landert,  Debbie  and

Casey Horgan with HARBOR, Andrea Loughry with JASPER,
Kelsey Rea with  QUAZAR, Marty Dickerson with  GYPSY,
Michelle Mueller with WONDER.

To The Village nursing home outing attendees: Janet
Ford  with  DAYTONA &  FRANNIE; Mike and  Casey

Horgan with HARBOR; Carmen Moyer with LODGE.

To everyone who remembered to clip and hand in
weight circles. Keep up the good work!

To Debbie Horgan for composing our new attendance
sign-in sheet.

To all  HPWT raisers for  perfect attendance at  our
January 24th meeting!

To Amanda Hartzell  for  sharing her  computerized
monthly puppy report form. We hope to have this up

on the web for everyone to access soon.

To  Ski  for  Light volunteers:  Lizz Landert  and the
Horgan family.

To all  HPWT member for their efforts in filling out
the monthly reports. Barb Deevers says our club is one

of  the best  at  documenting our puppies' activities!  The
sitter reports and detail  in our monthly reports are truly
appreciated.  Plus,  we're getting much better  at  having
them all  turned in on time at the 4th Tuesday meeting!
Sloppy kisses, HPWT!
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