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1 RYHP EHU� � � WK �-  6:00 p.m. Older  puppy social
outing to The Village nursing home. Older dogs, well
groomed  (brushed,  with  nails  trimmed  &  filed
smooth) and in coat. Meet in the front entry of  The
Village for a half hour visit with interested residents.
RSVP to Carmen if  you plan to attend. Directions:
From the Holly/Arapahoe Rd. intersection, go west
on Arapahoe past King Soopers, past Forest, to the
Johnson Center sign. Turn south and follow the road
to the high rise at 4751 East Costilla Avenue.

Younger pups, meet at the Extension Office at 7:00
p.m.

1 RYHP EHU� � � QG - 7:00 p.m. Training and business
meeting at the County Extension building.

1 RYHP EHU� � � WK - 7:00 p.m. Small  puppies meet  at
Southglenn Mall  Food Court, in puppy coat. No meeting
for older pups. 

' HFHP EHU� � WK - 7:00 p.m. Small  puppies will  again
meet at Southglenn Mall  Food Court, in Puppy Coat. No
Meeting for older puppies.

' HFHP EHU� � � WK - HPWT Holiday Party, El
Parral Mexican Restaurant, 4151 E. County Line
Rd. We will  have a banquet  room and order
from the menu with individual  bills. RSVP to
Lizz by December 8th. Gift exchange: bring a gift (under
$10.00) if you want to receive one. 

' HFHP EHU� � � WK - 7:00 p.m. Training meeting at the
County Extension Building. 

' HFHP EHU� � � WK -  7:00  p.m.  Training &  business
meeting at the County Extension Building. 
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Three HPWT  raisers have brand-
new working guides to their credit!
Congratulations  to  LeKathryn
Champine on the graduation of  her  female black  lab,
BOMBAY,  who  graduated  October  22nd  in  Oregon;  to
Debbie & Casey Horgan, on the graduation of CUPID, a
female black lab they raised while living in Phoenix, who
graduated November 12th at San Rafael; and to Leah and
Carol Jonas, whose male yellow lab COUGAR is scheduled
to graduate November 19th at the Oregon campus.
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HPWT received three baby puppies on
the October 28th truck: Annette Bossert
returns to puppy raising with her second
puppy,  male  black  lab  BEN;  Lizz
Landert  received her  twelfth puppy,  female black  lab
CAELYN;  and Andrea Loughry  takes on puppy  number
fourteen,  male  yellow  lab  CLEMENS.  Tonya  Santaus
received her  second puppy,  a male black  transfer  dog
named GASTON. Welcome, pups!
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AKIRA,  a male black  lab raised by
Lynda Harris was career  changed
for allergies after completing all  ten
phases of  his training. He returned
home to Lynda on the October 28th
truck. Male black lab SHERWOOD, was

dropped for poor hips. Raiser Andrea Loughry is letting
GDB place him in an appropriate home.
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On October 13th, BAYLA, a female black lab breeder dog
raised by the Moyers, gave birth to one puppy, a male
black  lab named  IRVINE.  Congratulations,  "Grandma &
Grandpa" Carmen & Tom!
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Jeanne Bruns was introduced to Guide Dogs for the Blind
by  her  friend Peggy  who has raised several  puppies.
Jeanne lives near  Washington Park  with her  pet  dog
Willie,  who  is  a border  collie/Shepard  mix.  Jeanne
received WERNER, a male black lab, on the September 11th
puppy truck. Welcome to HPWT!
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Adoption  Alliance,  where  puppy  raiser  Amanda
Hartzell  works, is hosting a holiday party for their
foster care kids. Puppy raisers are invited to volunteer
and bring their older, calm dogs. It  will  be a good
experience for the kids to be around well  behaved
dogs,  and a good experience for  the dogs to be
around kids!  If  you have talent  with face painting,
balloon animals, or playing the piano, that would be
greatly appreciated too. Here is the basic info:

Saturday, December 17th
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
2201 Dexter Street, Denver, Colorado

Santa Claus, food and entertainment  will  be provided.
Call  or  e-mail  Amanda Hartzel  to  R.S.V.P,  or  with
questions. 
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HPWT has opened a club store on our
website!  We will  be taking mail  orders
for our career change scarves, tote bags
and t-shirts with a handy, printable order
form. Watch for our ad in an upcoming
edition of  the GDB  newsletter  Puppy
Tales, or  visit  us  on  the  web  at
KWWS�� � ZZZ�KSZWGRJPRP�RUJ� FOXE� LQI R� VWRUH�KWPO
Our GDB-approved toys will be available exclusively at club
meetings and at local GDB functions.
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Dogs  in  the  older  puppy
class  (20  weeks  and  up)
should  not  need  to  relieve
more often than every  two
hours  or  so,  even  when

participating in training exercises. Our goal is to increase
their ability to make it to the next relieving opportunity—
even if  it requires some control  on their part. By taking
the dog out every time it appears restless, we teach the
dog to expect frequent breaks. Please relieve older dogs
before our club meetings and then ask them to make it
without relieving until the meeting ends.
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Abolene is a career  change golden and co-raiser  of
thirteen puppies.  Address questions to  Abbie at
abbie@hpwtdogmom.org
Dear Abbie:
When my raiser is home, I only have to go
in my crate when it's nap time. But when

she goes to school, her mom stuffs me in the kennel and
won't let me out--even when I'm not sleepy! Crates are for
sleeping;  when  someone's home,  I  get  to  play!  She
obviously doesn't  understand about play-time, so I  bark
and bark to tell her that it's just not fair! I heard her telling
my raiser that I'm driving her crazy, but I have a right to
protest, don't I? --Uncivilly Disobedient

Dear Uncivil~
As cool  as it  is to be with your  raiser  every  waking
moment, your raiser needs to give you enough crate time
when you are wakeful  that  you learn to be quiet  and
patient, and enough quiet time outside of  your crate that
you  are comfortable settling  down outside of  it.  By
always kenneling you for naps, she may be teaching you
to sleep only in your kennel. Sleep time and hanging out
time both have to be trained so when you grow up you
know how to lie quietly and wait patiently for your blind
partner. If  you never have a chance to settle down and
sleep out  in the open, you miss learning how to settle
without a crate. Freedom your kennel comes to mean "run
around and go crazy". It may feel lonely and even scary to
be in your  kennel  when you're not  sleepy,  but  being
comfortable when you are crated is a skill  that all  Guide
puppies need. Some day, you will ride in the puppy truck
back to school. You will  need to ride quietly in the vans
when you go out to train. Tell  your raiser to crate you
frequently, for short periods, off  and on throughout the
day--not just when you're sleepy. It may also help to feed
you in your kennel, which will  help you make a positive
association  with  it.  She should  also  teach  you  the
important skill  of  lying quietly and falling asleep away
from the security of  your crate. You will  use this skill  a
lot when you're waiting for your blind person at work, on
the bus, at a movie, you name it—with a little time and
effort, I'm sure you, your raiser and her mom can strike a
balance between crate time and play time, and you'll  all
be happier in the long run.
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The following raisers who are between puppies are eager
to  puppy  sit,  but  the  words  "Puppy  Sitter"  were
inadvertently omitted next to their names on the roster:
Mary Jo Mueller, and the Peet Family. Lynda Harris has
moved from an active member to the sitter column with
the career change of  AKIRA. Please take a minute to write
in "puppy sitter"  and keep them all  in mind when you
need someone to keep your pup!
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In order to thank everyone who helped make
this year's Halloween Party the best ever, we
had our  mad Dogtor  mix up some special
love potion for his "lab assistants." Cheers: 

To Lisa Taylor and Arapahoe County 4H for
set-up  of  microphone,  tables,  and  stage:  and  to

Shaylen King who came early in the evening to welcome
the contestants and make sure we had everything we
needed. 

To Le Kathryn Champine for our many, many, many
fun, beautiful prizes and donations.

To Lizz Landert  for  the classic puppy  posters and
books offered in the prize corner, and for taking tons
of stage photos. 

To  Russell  and  Jane Smoak  for  our  professional
portrait opportunity on a festive fall set.

To Caroline Wriston and  Liberty on Leashes for   a
smoothly  registration table and plenty of drinks. 

To  Jack  and  Bonnie McPartland  for  running  the
costume contest  with unmatched style and flair, and
for recruiting our judges. 

To  our  on-the-spot  judges...Megan  and  Julie from
Animal  ER...who have the toughest job of  all!  They
also brought the Kong goodies for our prize table. 

To Wendy Kalkus for  designing our  invitation  flier
and creating our Evil Dogtors Laboratory theme. 

To Carmen Moyer  and all  the HPWT  chefs who
sacrificed any  "new  car  smell"  to the chili  vapors
forever. 

To Dot Dill  for making extra chili  and to Dogs with
Vision for lots of drinks. 

To Paws for Sight and the Eckhart family for the tasty
cornbread and everlasting Christmas tree. 

To  Sidekicks for  Sight for  fresh  salads and  tasty
desserts. To Beth Nelson for her big yummy salad and
her smiley, memorable clown face. 

To Barb  Witcher  for  her  cigar,  and helping with
cleanup. 

To Andrea Loughry for putting it all on the web.

To cleanup pals:  the Smoaks, Amanda Hartzell, Dot
Dill, and Carmen Moyer. 
 
To  everyone  for  coming  and  celebrating  your
commitment  to  making  these puppies  and  career

change dogs into proud companions!

An extra bubbly potion to Pam Kalkus for a fantastic
job of putting it all together for the third year in a row!
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To Pam  Kalkus,  Rhonda  Sutton,  and
Debbie  and  Casey  Horgan  for  selling
products at the October 28th puppy truck. 

To Emily  Simone, GDB Field Manager, for  taking
time from her busy schedule of  visiting graduates to
come and speak to our club meeting on October 11th.

Her talk was one of the most inspirational and informative
sessions ever. Emily said she'll touch base whenever she's
back in town. We can't wait to see her again!

To October  Puppy Tales Participants: The Anderson
family  with  JET and  WONDER,  Mueller  family  with
NANA and NEO and Fords with FRANNIE and DAYTONA.

And  to  November  Puppy  Tales  Participants:  Marty
Dickerson  &  GYPSY,  Sheila  Rea &  WONDER,  Andrea
Loughry & JASPER, Chris Ford &  FRANNIE, Jeanne Bruns &
DAYTONA, Tom Moyer & GIDGET. 

To Diana McQuarrie from Denver Pet Partners, who
was our guest speaker on November 8th, discussing
the process of  qualifying a career  change dog as a

therapy  dog,  and the wonderful  opportunities for  our
career change dogs to use their training and socialization
in the community. 

To 4-H Wreath Sale participants: Kelsey Rea, Wendy
Kalkus, Tonya Santaus and Christi Henderson. Sloppy
kisses to sale coordinator Sheila Rea, and to everyone

who supported the sale. HPWT sold a total  of  34 items;
that equals $728.00 of support for the 4-H Foundation!

To John-David Peet  for  contacting various life-care
facilities in  preparation  for  our  November  social
outing.

To the Horgans, Jeanne Bruns, Chris Ford, Mary Jo
Mueller,  and Pam Kalkus for  offering to help with

ProPlan distribution at the truck. Sloppy kisses to James
Creasey  for  coordinating  w/Purina  for  a  potential
donation.  Although the timing didn't  work  out  for  the
October puppy truck, we are hopeful to have Purina food
donations again in the future,  and we appreciate your
efforts and willingness to lend a hand.
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Be sure to save the weight circles from each bag of
ProPlan as they directly affect  discounts on the
food you buy. Turn in your circles to Carmen.

When you trade a puppy with a sitter, make sure the
person knows how to use the training collar,  head
collar, or other equipment your puppy may be fitted
with. Take time to go over the basics--like how to put

the headcollar on, how to get it  off, and the difference
between handling a dog with a headcollar  or  training
collar versus a flat collar. It's vital  to your puppy's safety
and  the  sitter's  success  for  them  to  have  a  full
understanding of  any  specialized equipment  or  training
programs that  your  dog may  be using!  Support  your
verbal instructions with a complete write-up on the puppy
sitting report.
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by Kelsey Rea

"Q"  is a very  unique letter.  I  was
mildly alarmed to learn that my new
puppy's name was going to start with
the seventeenth letter of the alphabet,
but  I  was soon  to  learn  that  this
unique letter  fit  my  unique puppy
perfectly. 

QUAZAR arrived  as an  energetic
little fur  ball  (what  two-month-old
lab isn't?)  on February 10,  2004 at

Denver International Airport at around midnight. What a
unique arrival!  As we would later learn, he was the only
puppy born in his litter  and as such, inherited all  the
spunk and energy of the whole litter.

QUAZAR has a personality as different from the other
dogs I have raised that is as different as his name! He has
a special  trait  of  jumping straight  up in to the air  and
bouncing around like a kangaroo and barking at the same
time, all with a toy held firmly in his mouth. He also has a
special fondness for his water bowl and has a belief that it
should never be empty, no matter how much water he has
consumed.

QUAZAR is  a  very  smart  dog.  He  completely
understands when you want him to do something, and has
a will  to  please you (at  least  most  of  the time;  he
sometimes has a stubborn mind of  his own). My family
and I  had a more difficult  time housebreaking  QUAZAR

than we did with the other two puppies we have raised,
but we have gotten past that and are enjoying him more
and more all  the time. He absolutely loves to go places
and meet new people and is virtually fearless (a good trait
for a guide dog to have). 

Starting in the fall  I  will  hopefully be able to take
QUAZAR to  school,  which  is  a  good  experience for
everyone,  not  just  QUAZAR. This exposes students and

faculty to something which many of  them know nothing
about.  QUAZAR is still  learning all  the commands I  have
taught him, like sit, stay, down, stand,wait, come, let's go,
and "do your business"  and he is getting better at them
every day. These commands are very helpful when we are
out at different places. I can tell  QUAZAR to sit while I am
trying to look at something at a store. I can tell him down
when we are at  a restaurant  or  if  we are going to be
somewhere for a while. I can tell him stay when I need to
do something with both hands. These commands also give
him something to do when he is bored or about to get into
trouble; and I can stop it before it starts!

I  have continued to be very involved in my  puppy
raising club,  Have Paws Will  Travel.  I  coordinate a
program called Doggie Tales with some of the Arapahoe
County libraries. The program is held once a month at a
different  library  each month  on a Saturday  afternoon.
Elementary  school  children come to the library,  get  a
book,  and get  to read to a dog for  half  an hour. This
benefits everyone: the kids get  to read in an extremely
non-threatening environment, it is very good socialization
for the puppies in training, and also helps to educate more
of the public about Guide Dogs for the Blind and service
dogs in general. I make sure there will  be enough dogs at
the library and I almost always come with a puppy also.
My mom and I are the puppy club librarians. We have a
library with books and videos about guide dogs and visual
impairments.  Club  members can  check  out  books or
videos anytime. This year I entered the Nestle Very Best
in Youth Award contest because of  the work I  do with
Doggie Tales. I was a finalist.

Raising puppies for  Guide Dogs for  the Blind has
given me much more self-confidence than I  ever had. I
feel  much  more comfortable talking  to  people now
because I  explain what my role as a puppy raiser is so
often. 4-H has also helped me. I recently got my first job
and I  wasn't  as nervous about the interview as I  might
have been because I  was so used to talking to people
about  my  puppy  and I  had experienced the interview
judging process in previous County Fairs.

 QUAZAR has really grown up between December and
July, and I  am looking forward to the rest of  the year I
have with him. He has grown up from a baby puppy that
had to pee every half  an hour or more to an older puppy
who can go for quite a long time. He has grown from a
baby  puppy  that  would whine and bark  in his kennel
during the night to an older puppy that now sleeps on a
tie-down in  my  room.  He has
grown from a baby  puppy  that
didn't  go hardly anywhere to an
older puppy  who  goes almost
everywhere  with  me.  I  am
looking forward to the rest of the
year, and all the fun activities we
will  have and memories that will
be made.
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From Sarah, partner to male black lab Arlin 
To Arlin's puppy raiser, Shirley Davis

My  heart  is breaking to write
this,  but  Arlin has worked so
hard for  nearly  six  years,  and
lately he's let me know he wants
to retire.  They  always say  the
dogs know  when their  time is
up, and Arlin has given me little
signs for a few months now. He
still  keeps  me  as  safe  and
independent as ever, but he gets

lost more easily, and he's having a harder time figuring
simple problems out.  He's enjoying playing with other
dogs, and things like going to the park and sniffing on his
walks seem to be more fun for him lately. He has worked
very, very hard and if  he tells me he's done, I'm going to
trust him as I always do, and do as he asks. It's the least I
can do for him. I have already told Guide Dogs, and they
agree with my assessment that he's just grown old, and the
Arizona heat has worn him out. Maybe a cool winter will
help a little, but I  trust my hunches and my impressions
from my soul mate, and he's saying time is up. I know if I
asked him to, he'd work for me until  the day he couldn't
lift  his head for  his harness, and then he'd be mad at
himself for letting me down, but that's why I'm the one in
charge around here, and he's not. It's time.

You gave me the greatest Guide Dog, Shirley, and I am
eternally grateful to you for what you did. I owe it to you,
and to Arlin to let him enjoy the rest of his life as a happy
pet and beloved friend. I will  keep him, and go to Guide
Dogs again this summer for a new dog. My fiance will  be
getting his first dog at the same time, so Arlin will  have
two new siblings to play with and teach. I want to certify
him as a therapy dog to help cheer up kids with cancer.
Children love him so much, and he has watched over me
and made me better when I have been sick. He'll  split his
time between my apartment and my dad's house, where
he'll  have a huge back yard, a pool, two kids, two dogs, a
park, camping hiking, trips to the lake, and family! What
more could a retired guy ask for? He'll  be doing light
work for me until  May if  all  goes well, but I'm trying to
use my cane as much as possible to give him a break. His
health is still top-notch, and he should have many years of
happy petdom ahead. 

The puppy  you raised and trained pulled one of  his
miracle performances again last night. He's kept me safe
for  six  years, but  there are times that  stand out  in my
memory, and last night will  last forever. The bus driver
dropped us off  about a mile past our normal  stop, in a
place we have never walked before. There was no one

around to ask for help, it was pouring rain, and the streets
were in full rush hour. I was very lost, and knew I would
have to cross both streets of  the intersection to find my
bearings. I  listened carefully to the traffic, and did my
best to try to guess where I was and what we had to do to
cross the street safely. Cars honked at me, and I decided it
was safe to cross. We got about halfway across the street,
and in the downpour, I  never heard a car turning left in
front  of  me. Arlin saw it  coming, and threw his body
against  me, almost knocking me down, but  making me
back up. He threw all  his weight  into his harness, and
yanked me back so fast I couldn't have stopped if I wanted
to.  He's a huge dog,  and when he decides I'm going
somewhere... Well... I'm going, and that's that. The car
never slowed, never honked, but sped by, less than two
feet from me, soaking me with mud, but barely missing
me. If  Arlin hadn't shoved me backward, we would both
be dead right now... The car was traveling at at least forty
or fifty miles per hour. 

Arlin got me safely across the street, and I  figured out
where I  was,  and  called  for  help.  We were at  the
intersection of  a major road, and the freeway on ramp!!!
Guide Dogs won't  even teach us how to cross at those
types of  intersections because it is much too dangerous...
But Arlin did it!!!  He got extra treats, and an extra long
cuddle, and some tears in his fur last night. You gave me
a miracle in Arlin, Shirley, and I  can never, ever thank
you enough. You, and everyone else who has helped to
raise and train my dog had a part in saving my life last
night. Thank you. Oh well, just another day in the life of
the darlin' Arlin.

Love from your friends,
Sarah and Arlin 


