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0 DUFK�� WK�- 7:00 p.m. Training meeting at the County
Extension building.

0 DUFK� � � WK �-  Social  outing at  Denver  International
Airport. Members of  HPWT, and Denver  Eye Paws are
invited. Meet at the Park'n Ride at Arapahoe and Caley
and take the 6:00 p.m. skyride to the Airport. Be sure to
arrive early enough to purchase a ticket (only the handler
of  the puppy can ride for free). Alternatively, meet the
group in the East  terminal  in front  of  America West
ticketing at 7:10 p.m. The return bus departs at 8:00 p.m.
We will  not go past security, but we may hear a TSA
Supervisor speak about airport screening of service dogs.
RSVP to Annette Bossert as to whether you'll ride the bus
or meet the group at the airport.

0 DUFK � � � QG -  7:00  p.m.  Training  and  Business
meeting at the County Extension building.

$ SULO�� � WK - 7:00 p.m. Training meeting at the County
Extension building.

$ SULO�� � WK�- All  raisers are invited to Mini Workshop
and Puppy Recall  reception on puppy truck day!  Mick
Aguilera from Guide Dogs will  give a talk  about  the
puppy truck experience over lunch. Please plan to attend
in lieu of our April social outing.

9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon Workshop
12:00-1:00 Potluck Lunch &

Puppy Truck 101 With Mick!
1:00-2:00 New Puppy Arrival & Recall.

$ SULO�� � WK - 7:00 p.m. Training and Business meeting
at the County Extension building.
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AKRON, a male yellow lab raised by Lizz Landert  is in
class to graduate in March. AKRON is the tenth puppy Lizz
raised, and her sixth graduate. Congratulations, Lizz and
AKRON!
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April  17th, 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.,
following the GDB workshop, at
the County Extension building.
Puppies returning on this truck
are:  AKIRA,  a male black  lab
raised by Lynda Harris;  female
black  labs  BAYLA ,  raised  by
Carmen  Moyer,  and  BOMBAY,  raised  by  LeKathryn
Champine; and male yellow labs COUGAR, raised by Leah
and Carol  Jonas, and  ELTON,  raised by Rhonda Sutton.
Raisers scheduled to receive a puppy from this truck are
Carmen  Moyer,  LeKathryn  Champine,  and  Danny
Henderson. The next puppy truck is tentatively scheduled
for July. 
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Kelsey Rea received her third puppy to raise,
QUAZAR, a male yellow lab, on February 10th.
Congratulations, Kelsey!
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DECADE, a female Black Lab raised by James Creasey, was
career  changed early  for  elbow displaysia.  DECADE will
join the Creasey family as a pet. James will  take a break
from puppy raising while DECADE grows up, so be sure to
keep him in mind as a puppy sitter!
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Abolene is a career  change golden and co-
raiser  of twelve puppies. Address questions
to Abbie at abbie@hpwtdogmom.org

Dear Abby~
I bet I'm the most popular pup in the entire club. People
come to the house just to visit me all  the time. I  know
they're out there because they ring the doorbell. I get so
excited to greet my visitors, I bark and jump around and
do a happy dance. Sometimes I get so happy I forget my
manners and jump up on them. Sometimes the fur on my
back even goes up. My mom say that's called hackling
and it's not polite. She wants me to be quiet and sit when
the I hear the bell. She says not everyone is there to visit
me. How can she think that? She can't really expect me to
sit still when I need to happy dance, can she?

—Door Bell Dancer 
Dear Dancer:
You're mom is right: as a future Guide Dog, hackling and
barking at the door are not proper; you must learn calm
door manners. 

Right now, every time the bell  rings, you get a big
payoff--someone new comes in and makes a fuss over
you. Your  mom needs to make the door  as boring as
possible so you will not get so excited. To begin, practice
sit-stays near the door when no one is there. Then have
your mom help you practice sit-stays when the doorbell
rings. A helper—kid, husband, neighbor, friend—can be
outside and ring the doorbell, while your mom enforces
your sit stay with a leash. She shouldn't answer the door
yet, just give you lots of calm praise for staying. You can
get lots of practice this way by having helper wait several
minutes, then ring again. Pretty soon you'll  find the door
bell  is pretty  boring,  and you won't  feel  like dancing
anymore. When you get good at staying without the door
being answered, have your mom go and open the door
and calmly greet the person and have them leave w/out
letting them in. When you get good at holding your stay
when the door opens, your mom can let the person in.
The helper should walk right past you and pretend not to
notice you're there. You should hold your stay until  your
mom releases you, but it's pretty hard to do, so your mom
should be ready to help you with a leash correction if
needed. Your new door behavior is to stop and sit about
five feet  inside the door  while your  mom greets the
person at the door and lets the person in. 

Be sure your mom lets everyone who comes to your
door know that they must not give you any attention at all
when they come in. Pretty soon the doorbell  won't seem
so exciting and it will  be a lot easier to stay calm and
mannerly around people coming in—just like when you
meet someone when you're out socializing in your puppy
coat!
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By Jane Smoak
Good house manners are something that really hit home
when we went  to take dogs for  relieving at  the hotel
where the people were staying recently for Ski for Light. I
was most impressed with these guide dogs and the way
they  were comfortable with  being left  alone in  their
partners' rooms for the better part of the day. 

Some were on tie down while others were loose,
but all were calm, quiet and content. Of course they were
excited to see someone come in to take them for relieving
and play, but not the jumping up kind of excitement. They
had a happy wag of  the tail  and an accepting look as we
attached the leash to their collar. They were truly glad to
be going somewhere but stil l in good control.

Our pups have to work on staying alone gradually
so that  they learn to be this well  behaved. It  may take
months of concerted effort—but remember, we have these
pups for about a year so we can do a little bit at a time.
Don't try to rush the process. Each dog learns at his own
pace; just because one pup can handle an hour loose in the
house unsupervised doesn't mean all  other pups the same
age are ready for that also.

Check your puppy raising manual  for  tie down
instructions on pages 2-8 thru 2-10 and for house manners
on 6-13 through 6-20. 
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HPWT members are fortunate to have a club that is well
funded enough to supply  not  only  one large crate per
puppy, but small  crates for babies (sometimes more than
one!), medium sized crates, and large crates as the puppy
grows. Sue Green is kind enough to store them all  at her
house. With fourteen club puppies, four members waiting,
and a number of  sitters, it's a big job--especially around
puppy truck time. Sue has an inventory of who has which
kennel, but it's not her job to make sure small kennels are
turned in when raisers request a larger one. That's up to
us. Nor should she have to clean up every kennel she gets
back. That's up to us, too.

Our recent equipment recall revealed that many of
us  had  unused  club  equipment  cluttering  up  our
basements and  garages--equipment  that  someone else
could have been using. Aside from taking up valuable
space in the house, it's easy for idle equipment to get bent,
dirty, lost, or  even puppy–chewed while it's in storage.
Now that  we have scoured our  houses and turned in
unused club stuff,  let's make it  a practice to turn in
kennels,  exercise  pens,  collars,  and  anything  else
borrowed from the club as soon as we're done with it.
Simply bring the items to a club meeting. Carmen and
Lizz have volunteered to make sure they get to Sue for
storage. So clean it  up and bring it  in--the next  person
who needs it will thank you!
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by Pam Kalkus
FERRARI came to us and HPWT in July of 2003 on a plane
from New  York.  He is the product  of  cross-country
bloodlines, so we knew that GDB had a lot invested in
him. He was a beautiful, gentle, cuddly black lab who

was perfect.  Everywhere we went,
people wanted one just like him. He
became quite a well-traveled and
bold  teenager  and  remains today
that vigilant stallion you see on the
Ferrari emblem at the races.

On  February  5th,  we  (Tonya
Santaus,  Pam,  Wendy  and  Kira
Kalkus) all  went to his graduation
in San Rafael.  Being a "Breeder"
meant  that  he was presented  to
"society"  like a  débutante with a
tail  and a blue scarf, as part of  the

future of Guide Dogs. The idea of  him bringing new life
to GDB was especially poignant for  me because I  had
been  undergoing  cancer  treatment  during  his  entire
puppyhood. He had all  the beautiful  hair I  lost and took
care of me (kissing my sore hands, keeping me company,
and getting me outside to walk)  everyday. Having him
leave on that puppy truck in September meant that this
era of my life as "patient"  had ended and my new life as
"survivor"  had begun. A  quote from Wendy's speech at
graduation said:  "The new life he will  bring to Guide
Dogs will  in turn bring new life to the blind people his
many puppies will  guide."  As I said, my new life comes
from just  thinking about  how this great  turn of  events
came out of such a difficult time. 

To see him at graduation was very good closure
for our family. He looked so handsome, thin, fit and silky.
All  morning we relaxed together  at  the little waterfall
garden on GDB's campus. After the ceremony we got to
see how he adores his new breeder keeper, Susie, who
will  keep him at her home in San Francisco for all  of his
days. We got to meet Susie's daughter who flew down
from Seattle;  Bob Phillips (GDB's CEO);  and lots of
important GDB staff. They sought us out because Susie
had been so involved  in the program. But  she said to
Wendy,  "We're  celebrities because  we're  Ferrari's
family."

Wendy, his true puppy raiser, will  say that seeing
him again so serious and so true to his calling was very
rewarding. He was very happy to be with us but  was
totally grown-up and dignified.  witnessing Wendy with
her puppy and the other graduates on stage being sent on
their way was hardly enough of  a chance to thank GDB,
HPWT, and Ferrari for our "one Golden Year."

3 8 3 3 <�. , 66( 6
To  Well  and Alive in 2005 attendees:
Sutton  family  with  ELTON;  Loughry

family  with  JASPER &  SHERWOOD;  Annette
Bossert with BECKER;  Carmen Moyer with
LODGE;  Tonya  Santaus  with  DALTON;  LeKatherine
Champine with  WONDER &  BOMBAY;  Kate Trujillo with
ALEXI;  and members of  Dogs with Vision puppy  club.
Check  out  the  excitement  on  our  web  page at
http://hpwtdogmom.org/club/events/well-and-alive.html

To Lisa Taylor, 4-H Guide Dog Liaison, for sharing
photos of the Well and Alive event. They helped make

the web page extra special.

To Doggie Tales participants: February:  Tom Moyer
with  LODGE, Susan Payne with  DECADE and  DEBUT,

Marty Dickerson with  GYPSY, Janet Ford with  DAYTONA,
and Sheila and Kelsey  Rea with  MARTY.  March:  Lisa
Okazaki with SHERWOOD; Tom Moyer with GIDGET; Chris
Ford with DAYTONA; Marty Dickerson with GYPSY, Carol
and Jacob Jonas with  COUGAR,  and Jim Tallman with
KODAK.

To everyone who returned club equipment and crates
in clean and good condition. We recovered lots of gear

that we can recycle for future puppy raisers' needs.

To HPWT  alumni  blood  donor dogs honored at  a
recent  Animal  E.R. appreciation banquet:  TYRO and

DERBY Green, JET Anderson, RASCAL and FURLEY DeKruif,
JOEL Wriston, DAYTONA Ford, MARNIE Landert, GIDGET and
LODGE Moyer. Former Guide pups from other local  clubs
included  RIGO McQuarrie and NIMOY McPartland.  Each
dog came home with a pottery food dish with their name
on  it  and  a toy.  Retiring  dogs (age seven)  received
monogrammed dog beds. To top off  the night, the event
was covered on Channel  2 news. We are so proud of  our
life-saving career change dogs!
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At mealtimes, only put down half  the pup's portion
of kibble. Then, while the dog is eating, add the rest
of  the food. This will  keep a positive association
with people around the food dish and reduce food
guarding behavior.

When you feel  your pup needs to see the vet in a
non-emergency situation, be sure to call and discuss
the situation with a club leader. If  you and your

leader agree a vet visit is warranted, be sure to call  or e-
mail  Julianne at  Guide Dogs to get  the charges pre-
approved, every single time. By pre-approving every visit,
you automatically keep Guide Dogs in the loop, and never
run the risk of having a unreimbursed vet visit.
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by Cathy Anne Murtha
As my Guide Dog and I stood in line at
the checkout of  the Market, I  asked the
cashier  what  I  considered  a  simple
question.  "Where  are  the  napkins
please?"  Her response was hurried, but
sincere, "over there." Emerging from the

light rail  for the first time, I managed to catch the attention
of  a passer-by, "Please sir, can you tell  me where I  might
catch bus 63?"  A  kind voice offered a pleasant  response
before  disappearing  into  the  cacophony  of  the  early
afternoon, "You can catch it 'Over there'."

So many things reside over there - napkins, bus stops,
pencils, pens, clothing racks, department stores and even my
shoes!  A  never  ending  supply of  important  and
indispensable items and locales all reside in this place which
is shrouded in mystery and intrigue.

I  stand  in  perplexed  silence  after  learning  that
something is over there. It is a place I have never been and
have no hope of finding on my own. My Guide Dog is quite
skilled in finding chairs, stairs, elevators, helping me cross
streets, and can even find me the Diet Pepsi display at Food
Town; however, when I tell her to find "over there" her little
bottom hits the floor and a small whimper tells me that she is
as confused as I. We will not be going "over there" today. 

Over there has caused me a bit  of  vexation, a lot of
confusion, and, on occasion, made my heart  race. I  have
discovered that "over there" can be a dangerous place. One
day, while crossing a street, I heard a driver's irritated voice
shout out a warning of  a truck bearing down on me from
over  there.  SHADOW artfully  dodged the oncoming vehicle
and pulled me to the safety of the curb. Our hearts were both
racing as we took a few moments to compose ourselves.
Close  encounters  with  over  there  can  be  frightening
experiences. Although many blind people have wondered as
to the exact  location of  "over  there,"  few have dared to
venture forth in an actual  exploration of  the mysterious
place.

One day, while standing in line at the supermarket, I
asked the clerk where I might find the aspirin. With a cheery
smile in her voice, she informed me that the aspirin was
located "over  there."  With a weary sigh, I  decided that I
would take the extra step that would unravel  the mystery,
which had vexed my compatriots  since the beginning of
time.  Taking  a  deep  breath,  and  attempting to  look
nonchalant, I  smiled at the clerk. "where,"  I asked, "is over
there?" I imagined the girl's shocked expression.

I  felt her sharing condescending and concerned looks
with her fellows in the store. The silence grew palpable as
they mulled the possibility of allowing a blind person access
to the forbidden land. She had no choice; she would have to
tell  me how to find "over there!"  I  had won!  Exhilaration
swept through me as I  waited in breathless anticipation. A
victorious smile crept to my lips, my hand tightened on the
handle of  SHADOW'S harness; we would soon be going over
there!  The clerk's voice reeked  with  resignation  as the
decision was made. "That way," she said.
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Emergencies  happen.  Be  sure  you  don't  get  caught
without  the  important puppy club phone numbers you
may need. Print a copy of the form below, fill  it out, and
take you wherever you go. It's even wallet-sized!
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When a puppy raiser took her career change dog to the vet
for his dental  cleaning, they noticed a piece of  "greenie
bone" in his stool. The vet informed the raiser that there
have been several  instances where dogs have needed to
have these pieces surgically removed and discouraged her
from using them. Some dogs (labs in particular)  don't
chew them enough and swallow pieces whole which can
cause obstructions. There are lots of  fun and attractive
toys on the market, but as this story illustrates, there is a
good reason Guide Dogs limits our puppies to a few well-
tested products. Please be sure the toys you give your
puppy are on the GDB approved toy list,  are in good
condition, and are age appropriate. (There are several toys
that are approved for young pups that are not approved for
older dogs). All  of  the toys available through our club
store are GDB approved, so you can feel  good about
buying any toy that catches your eye from HPWT. You
can also find the toy policy and photos of approved toys at
http://hpwtdogmom.org/club/info/toy_policy.html.


