
SCHEDULE
A pr i l  12t h  - 7:00 p.m. Training meeting at the County
Extension building.

A pr i l  17t h  - All  raisers are invited to a Mini Workshop
and Puppy Recall  reception on puppy truck day!  Mick
Aguilera from Guide Dogs will  give a talk  about  the
puppy truck experience over lunch. Please plan to attend
in lieu of our April  social  outing. (And bring the dish of
your choice for the pot luck lunch).

9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon Workshop
12:00 noon -1:00 p.m.  Potluck Lunch &

Puppy Truck 101 With Mick!
1:00 p.m.- 2:00 p.m.  New Puppy Arrival & Recall .

A pr i l  26t h  - 7:00 p.m. Training and Business meeting
at the County Extension building.

May  12t h  - 7:00 p.m. Training meeting at the County
Extension building.

May  19t h  - Social Outing, to be announced.

May  26t h  - 7:00 p.m. Training and Business meeting at
the County Extension building.

RETI RI NG GUI DES
BANZAI, a male lab/golden cross raised by Bob and Shirley
Davis,  was retired  in  March  after  a six  year  career.
PROSPER,  a female black lab raised by Andrea Loughry,
was also retired in March, after a ten year career. You can
view  pictures of  other  HPWT  retired  guides on  our
website. If  you know of HPWT alumni who have retired,
please let us know, so we can honor them on our retired
guides page, as well .

PAWS ABOUT TOWN
Starters, at the Denver Repertory Theater,
2119 E 17th Ave, Denver (free parking at
17th  &  Gaylord).  April  1  -  May  15;
Fridays  and  Saturdays  at  7:30  p.m.,

Sundays at 6:00 p.m. Written by local playwright Jeffrey
Wolf and directed by Michael Starks (assisted by HPWT's
very own Lynda Harris),  Starters  tell s the story of  the
aftermath of an accident that claims the li ves of five high
school boys, and their friends' struggle as they cope with
the tragedy and consider what it means to become Starters
on  their  high  school  Varsity  Basketball  Team.  Lynda
says:  "These young actors are wonderful!  I  hope you'll
come and  support  our  show!"  Tickets:  $15  general
admission,  $12  seniors,  $8  students;  720-839-4913.
(Some material may not be suitable for young children.)

PUP PY TRUCK
April  17th, 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m., following the GDB mini-
workshop, at the County Extension building. Carmen and
Tom Moyer will  receive a female yellow lab, letter  T;

LeKathryn and Dennis Champine will
receive a female black  lab,  letter  B.
Puppies returning  on  this truck  are:
AKIRA, a male black lab raised by Lynda
Harris; female black labs BAYLA, raised
by Carmen & Tom Moyer, and BOMBAY,

raised  by  LeKathryn &  Dennis Champine;  and  male
yellow labs COUGAR, raised by Leah and Carol  Jonas, and
ELTON,  raised  by  Rhonda Sutton.  Raisers scheduled  to
receive a puppy from this truck are The next puppy truck
is tentatively scheduled for July. 

A GRADUA TI ON!
WILSA, a female black  lab,  raised  by
James Creasey, is in class to graduate on
April  16th from the San Rafael  campus.
Congratulations James!



ASK ABBI E
Abolene is a career  change golden and co-
raiser  of twelve puppies. Address questions
to Abbie at abbie@hpwtdogmom.org

Dear Abbie~
Since I've passed my eight-month birthday, I  have this
uncontrollable urge to urinate right on top of where other
dogs went. It's the most fun in the back yard, where the
pet dog goes, but I can't wait to try it on walks, too. Only
trouble is, my human freaks out and says I'm disgusting.
But a dog's gotta do what a dog's gotta do!

—Persistent Pee-er

Dear Persist:
Aren't  hormones grand!  The behavior  you  describe is
often called "covering", which is peeing over the urine of
another  dog.  It's usually  a dominance thing—you  are
literally saying "I'm better than you are"  or "I  was here
too" to the other dog. Now that you're a mature male, this
behavior comes naturally, but it's not a good thing for a
future Guide to do. Fortunately, it's pretty simple for your
human to keep you from cementing inappropriate habits.

Your human should be leash relieving you at least
once or  twice a day so you can stay in practice,  even
though you have a fenced yard where you could take care
of  business on  your  own.  When  leash  relieving,  your
human gets to pick the place; she should be taking you to
different surfaces on a regular basis. When she chooses to
reli eve you on leash in the yard, she should make sure the
place she picks for you is a part of the yard that the other
dog ignores. That way there's no scent for you to cover,
and no bad habit gets started.

I'm glad you haven't started marking when on walks
yet. Marking can be covering the urine of another dog, or
on  any object  in  order  to  broadcast  the signal  "I  was
here."  Your human must be firm about your not marking
on walks, because if you get in the habit, it can lead to the
nasty behavior  of  marking in grocery stores, and other
buildings. 

If  you are like most dogs, you will  sniff , then li ne up
for a "good shot"  before you cock a leg. So your raiser
should watch for the sniff ing and correct for that. Usually
a gentle tug on the leash and a littl e encouragement for
you to "let's go" is enough. Even if you relieve before you
leave home, I  bet you save a littl e bit—just in case—so
your  human  mustn't  assume that  just  because you're
"empty"  that  you will  not  try  to  mark.  She should  be
ready at all  times to help you resist the urge!

By  the by,  it's normal  for  mature male dogs to
assume the stance of  li fting a leg when they urinate, so
it's okay for you to do that if  you want to. Your human
shouldn't correct you as long as you're simply relieving
yourself. It's the marking behavior that needs correcting,
not how you choose to stand while you go.

AI RPORT SECURI TY
Our recent trip to the airport was fun and
informative.  Here's  what  we  learned
about security procedures. Lengthen the
leash and have the dog sit and wait while
you go through the gate. Once you are
through, call  the dog to you. The metal
detector will  go off  because of  all  the
hardware on  the dog's leash  and  collar.  The security
people will  use their wand to clear you. Have your dog sit
quietly. The guard may choose to pat down or wand the
dog. Take hold of the collar and control the dog's head so
it  remains calm during this time. Never  drop the leash or
allow a stranger to hold or take the leash from you. The
dog is an extension of  your body—you, and no one else,
must keep control of him at all  times. 
View HPWT's airport outing at
http://www.hpwtdogmom.org/club/events/airport-2005.html

LEPTOSPI ROSI S VA CCI NE
From GDB's Puppy Raising Department
Due  to  an  increasing  incidence  of
Leptospirosis in some areas of  the United
States,  GDB puppy vaccine protocol  now
includes the Leptospirosis vaccine at  12
weeks and  16  weeks of  age in  high-risk

areas, if your local veterinarian recommends it. 
Despite the increasing incidence of Leptospirosis in a

few  areas,  we  want  to  emphasize that  this  is  an
UNCOMMON disease. Because it  is uncommon it  is not
necessary to  take older  puppies in  to  start  the vaccine
series.  The vaccine protocol  change only  affects  new
puppies that have not yet had their 12-week and 16-week
vaccinations.

Leptospirosis is a disease caused  by  a bacterium
called Leptospira (a.k.a. Lepto or the "L" part of DHLPP
vaccines). This bacterium can cause a variety of ill nesses
in many different species, including humans and dogs. In
dogs it typically causes kidney or li ver disease. Dogs may
develop Leptospirosis if  they come in contact with urine
from an  infected  animal.  In  addition,  contact  with,  or
ingestion of water, mud or soil  that has been contaminated
with urine from an infected animal  can lead to infection
and ill ness. Many different species of  animals can shed
Leptospira in  their  urine including li vestock,  deer,  sea
lions, raccoons and rodents. The most effective ways to
prevent  Leptospirosis are vaccination  and  minimizing
exposure through proper  sanitation,  rodent  control,  and
avoidance  of  stagnant  water  and  mud.  Additional
information on Leptospirosis is available at the Centers
for  Disease  Control  and  Prevention  website  at:
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dbmd/diseaseinfo/
leptospirosis_g_pet.ht  m   



BOOK REVI EW
Animals in Translation: Using the Secrets of Autism to
Decode Animal Behavior by Temple Grandin

Temple  Grandin  is  a  leading
authority  on  animal  behavior,
specializing  in  humane design  of
slaughterhouses. She also happens to
be  autistic.  In  Animals  in
Translation, Ms. Grandin brings her
autistic  world  of  "thinking  in
pictures"  and  her  formidable
personal  knowledge  of  animal
behavior as well  as current research
together  for  a fresh  and wonderful
interpretation of  the animal  mind.

Postulating that autistic people represent a kind of  half-
way step between animals and normal humans, she brings
potent insight to behaviors such as fear, aggression, and
pain.  Using  prey  animals such  as cows and  horses,
predators such as cats and dogs (she speaks of  Labrador
retrievers in general  and service dogs in particular), as
well  as humans, the book gives us a glimpse of the world
from a four-legged point of  view. With a down-to-earth,
folksy  voice,  Grandin  makes  the  most  complicated
theories easily  accessible for  everyone.  Following  the
text, a "behavior and training troubleshooting guide" is a
quick reference that breaks out basic principles for quick
review.  Above all ,  Grandin's  immense love of  animals
shines  through—her  guiding  principle  is  our
responsibilit y to give animals a peaceful,  dignified li fe
free from fear, and a dignified, pain-free death. This book
is for  everyone who  has every  loved  and  trained  an
animal. —reviewed by Andrea Loughry

SAFETY REMI NDERS
There are several  speciali zed areas of  buildings puppy
raisers need to handle properly. Raisers must never take
our puppies on escalators; the dogs can catch their feet
and  injure themselves badly.  Let  the professionals at
Guide Dogs do  the escalator  training,  and  take the
elevator or  stairs instead. When you enter the elevator,
make sure to hold the door until  you are certain that your
dog is safely inside and sitting by your side. If  the door
closes on the leash and the elevator moves with the dog
on  the other  side,  the dog will  be strangled  to  death
before you can do anything about it. If  you encounter a
revolving door with your puppy, avoid
the temptation  to  take your  puppy
through.  Use the side door  instead.
GDB  will  teach  the dogs and  their
blind partners how to enter and exit  a
revolving  door  safely.  For  our
puppies, it's better not to risk injury or
creation of  a phobia by trying to take
them through these tricky areas.

DEEPEST SYMPATHI ES
Our  deepest  sympathies go  to  HPWT  leader,  Carmen
Moyer,  on  the  death  of  her  mother,  Hilma Strong.
Donations may be made in Hilma's honor to the Calvary
United Methodist Church in Taylor, Nebraska, where
Hilma was a member for 80 years. Mail  to Carmen
Moyer, 1837 E Geddes Ave, Centennial, CO 80122,
and  she will  forward  them  to  the church.  Our
thoughts are with Carmen and her family during this
time of loss.

A LETTER
Thank you to everyone for  all  the cards
and  thoughts,  plus a  special  thanks to
those famili es in  HPWT and DWV who
helped look after  Moyer  dogs while we
were out of town during the time of my
mother's death.           —Carmen Moyer

I T  TA KES A  VI LL A GE
Recent breeder graduate FERRARI is already the proud papa
of  two  litters.  Pam Kalkus,  one of  FERRARI'S "moms"
reminds us that through puppy sitting and trading, FERRARI

had  spent  time at  most  HPWT  club  member's houses,
including  Trujill o,  Sutton,  Santaus,  Rea,  Peet,  Moyer,
Landert, Champine and others Pam's forgotten by now!
This truly makes him a club dog, and we all  can share in
the the Kalkus' pride in FERRARI. It may be a cli ché, but it
truly takes a vill age to raise a GDB puppy, and HPWT is
one of the best "vill ages" around!

SOCI A LI ZI NG OP PORTUNI TY
From Amanda Hartzell
My house is three blocks from an RTD
bus stop,  and  my off ice is one block
from a stop. If  anyone would like their older pups to have
more experience traveling via public transit, I  would be
willi ng to puppy sit on a few workdays and take the bus to
work. I  also li ve 4 blocks from a light rail  station.  Ed.
Note:  Amanda is a new HPWT member, and her  contact
information doesn't appear  on the roster  yet. If you are
interested in having her socialize your puppy, let Carmen
know and she'll  put you in touch with Amanda.

SAVE THAT PUP PY COAT!
Raspberry Field, the manufacturer of our puppy coats, has
been kind enough to offer GDB free repairs on coats that
are damaged. So please turn in all  coats with damage such
as rips, tears or with loose or missing buckles to Carmen.
She will  return them to the Puppy Raising off ice at GDB
for repairs. 



PUP PY KI SSES
To airport outing participants:  AKIRA &
Lynda Harris,  BAYLA &  Tom Moyer,

BECKER &  Annette  Bossert,  COUGAR &
Susanne Hindes,  ELTON &  Carmen Moyer,  KODAK &  Jim
Talman,  MULDER & Jane Smoak,  NANA &  Mary  Jo
Mueller, SHERWOOD &  Amanda Hartzell , Andrea Loughry
and Barb Deevers. Sloppy kisses to Annette Bossert for
organizing the airport outing. 

To puppy sitters and raisers who have been so helpful
with our club dogs in need of care while their raisers

are out of town, needed trading, or even handling at club
meetings. HPWT raisers include Lizz Landert, LeKathryn
Champine, Carmen Moyer and the Anderson Family, and
raisers-in-waiting Amanda Hartzell  and Jenny Traux, and
brand new puppy sitter Susanne Hindes. DWV member
Lisa Okazaki has shown several club puppies the high li fe
in her home in LoDo.  Ed Note:  names of puppy sitters
were taken from the March sitter  reports. If your  name
doesn't  appear,  could  it  be that  your  sitter  report  is
missing or late?

To Kelsey Rea for her ongoing scheduling of Doggie
Tales at the Arapahoe Library District. The program

was recently written up in a professional library magazine
called  Colorado Libraries. The article gave our raisers
due recogniti on, and is included as the last page of  this
newsletter.  Congratulations Kelsey,  and all  the Doggie
Tales volunteers!

TALE WAGGERS
From Lynda Harris
While we were in DIA, I sat down to rest,

and the lady next to me said her brother is on his third
Guide Dog (it's not unusual  for a person to have several
guides in a li fetime). She said "Thank you very much for
what you're doing." I pass this along to all  of you. Know
that what we do is appreciated.

TEXAN 'S STORY
Texan  is a male Golden  Retriever
raised  by  Andrea  Loughry,  who
graduated as a guide in 2004. While
Texan was still  being raised, Andrea
took him to her daughter's school to do
a program for the kindergarten class.
The kids got to know Texan when he
came to school at pick up and drop off

time. When Texan graduated, Andrea wrote the story of
his graduation day for  the children.  Now that  story  is
available  on our  website!  Just  go  to
http://hpwtdogmom.org/club/info/story_of_texan.html

MALADY OF THE MONTH 
El bow  Dy spl asi a: Elbow dysplasia occurs when the
elbow joint develops incorrectly in one of  several ways.
It is a common cause of front-leg lameness in large-breed

dogs,  and  is  often associated  with  Osteochondrosis.
Osteochondrosis  occurs  when  the  rapidly  growing
cartilage at the ends of the bones becomes calcified in an
irregular  instead of  uniform  fashion,  creating defective
cartilage over the ends of  the bones. The cartilage then
breaks off  into  loose fragments in  the joint.  Signs of
elbow dysplasia appear in puppies at four to ten months of
age, and consist of  varying degrees of  front-leg lameness
that  worsens with  exercise.  It  may appear  following  a
trauma such as jumping down stairs.  Characteristically,
the elbow is held outward from the chest and may appear
swollen. The problem may mimic panosteitis. 
What  y ou  can  d o:  Whenever  your  dog  is lame,
contact  your leader  to  discuss whether  a vet  visit  is in
order.  Document  the problem—which leg is lame,  any
known injuries or  incidents,  when  the problem began,
under what condition the dog limps (does it  get  worse
after exercise?), and if  it  improves or worsens over time.
Initial  treatment for lameness involves restricting activity
and analgesics prescribed by the vet. Diagnosis of  elbow
dysplasia  must  be  confirmed  by  x-ray  to  rule  out
panosteiti s or other conditions. In most cases,  surgery is
required. Unfortunately, elbow dysplasia is almost always
suff icient  cause to  drop  a dog from the puppy raising
program.

Information taken from: The Dog Owner's Home Veterinary
Handbook, 3rd ed., by James M. Giff in MD, and Lii sa D.
Carlson DVM. New York: 2000, pages 359-361.




