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There are several depar tures from our
usual  schedule in September and October !  Please note
them on your  calendar .

Puppies under 20 weeks of age meet weekly at the County
Extension Office. Call Carmen if you have questions.

� � 	 
 � � � � 
 � ���
�

Doggie Tales,  Southglenn Library,
2:00-4:00 p.m. Contact Kelsey Rea if you can help.
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 � � � � 
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�

 7:00 p.m. Social  outing at  the Fire
Station On Peoria just south of Arapahoe Road.
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1:00 p.m.  Puppy  Truck  at  County
Extension Building. See details on this page.
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Educational  program at a Cub Scout
meeting, 6:30 p.m. Sand Creek Elementary School, 8898 S.
Maplewood Dr.  HPWT  will  be one of  three
simultaneous exhibits (Guide Dogs, K-9 unit, and
pet  training)  Call  Carmen if  you can help.  No
puppies under 20 weeks old, please.
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7:00  p.m.  Training  and
business  meeting  at  the  County  Extension
Building.
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Please  attend  the  Workshop  on
Saturday, October 2nd in lieu of this meeting. (see below).
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Puppy  Workshop,  County  Extension
Building. Two  identical  sessions (raisers pick  one to
attend) 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. or 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Guide Dogs for the Blind requires attendance at this event.
If  you need to discuss an excused absence, please call
Carmen.
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Doggie Tales at Castlewood Library. 2:00-
4:00 p.m. Contact Kelsey Rea if you can help.
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 7:00 p.m. Training meetings at
the County Extension office.
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Halloween Party at the County Extension
office. All currents pups, CC dogs and Guides are invited!
Details to follow in the October edition of the Pipeline.

� �
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 Puppy Truck (tentative).
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After  puppy-sitting  practically every
dog in the club, Tonya Santaus received
a  five-month-old  yellow  lab  named
DALTON on August 17th. Tonya will  co-
raise  DALTON with her  Mom and Dad, Kathy  and Ed
Santaus. Tonya is thrilled to have her own pup, and we're
happy  for  her,  but  we'll  miss her  expert  and willing
puppy-sitting services!

Randi  and John-David Peet and family received a
male yellow lab named CLINT on the puppy truck August
29th. CLINT is the first puppy for the Peets. Welcome, new
raisers!
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Sue Green and Janet and Chris Ford bid a
fond farewell to male yellow lab FOGERTY at
the August  29th puppy truck.  JET,  a male
black lab beloved of  the Anderson family,
also went for harness training on this truck.
All  of these raisers are taking a break from
puppy raising for the time being. We wish

both puppies and people all  the best  in  the months
ahead !
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AKRON,  a male yellow  lab
raised by Lizz Landert  will
be returned to GDB and Lizz
will receive a male black lab,
letter  P.  FERRARI, a  male
black  lab raised by  Wendy
Kalkus will  return to GDB
and Wendy will  receive a male black lab, letter E. ILKA ,
Ellen Goldstein's female black lab will  say goodbye and
Ellen will say hello to a female black lab, letter N. WILSA,
a black lab raised by James &  Emma Creasey will  leave
home for harness training. Taking WILSA'S place will be a
female black lab letter D--the daughter of  Creasey's dog
K IMMY  and granddaughter another Creasey pup, LENA. 
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Two HPWT Guides were retired
in August.  PENN, a male yellow
lab raised by  Lizz Landert  was
retired after  a seven-year  career

when  his  pace  became too  slow.  TWISTER,  a  female
lab/golden cross raised by Andrea Loughry was retired for
guidework issues after a two-and-a-half  year career. Visit
these two and other retired HPWT Guides on our website
—just click on the “ retired guides”  icon. If  you know of
the retirement  of  a HPWT  alumnus, please let  Andrea
know so we can add the name and a photo to our website!
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From Kelsey Rea
Doggie Tales is starting up for the
year. The first  session is Saturday,
September 4th at Southglenn Library
(Dry  Creek  and  University).  The

time is 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. The other dates are October
2nd at  Castlewood,  November  6th at  Smoky  Hill,  and
December 4rh at Koelbel. For those of  you who have not
done this before, Doggie Tales is a program through the
Arapahoe County Libraries. Elementary school  aged kids
come for a half hour, pick out a book, read to the dogs, and
the dogs "pawtograph" the books at the end. The only thing
the dogs have to do is lay down and be good listeners!  If
you  and/or  your  dog (six  months or  older,  or  career
change) can come to any of  the sessions, please let  me
know! 
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Rhonda Sutton, who has been helping with the club store
for several months, will take on the responsibility full time
while Kristi  Anderson is between dogs. Sue Green has
agreed to continue housing the club crates although she is
taking a break from puppy raising at this time. Sue adds
that she is willing to puppy sit occasionally. Puppy kisses
to all three ladies for their efforts on behalf of HPWT! 
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From Sue Green
It was a wet ©n wild time for both pups and raisers who
participated in the self-service dog wash at  Laund-Ur-
Mutt. Owner Sara was very impressed with the excellent
behavior  demonstrated by our  puppies and says we are
welcome to come back anytime!  Puppy kisses go out to
JET,  FOGERTY,  COUGAR,  AKRON,  BAYLA ,  ELTON,  ALEXI and
career change DERBY and their raisers for attending. Also
present was Tonya Santaus who introduced us to her brand
new transfer dog DALTON!  Ed note:  sloppy kisses to Sue
Green for organizing this event. 
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Longtime raisers may notice that baby-
sized puppy coats are no longer included
in the new puppy packets. Guide Dogs©
current policy is that puppies must know
some simple commands and have a bit
of  bladder  control  before  they  are
socialized in public;  they should bond
with their raisers before having to deal with world. Only
after the pups are deemed road-ready by the club leader
will a coat be issued. 

Once a puppy has earned her coat, it is imperative
that the puppy raiser be aware of the puppy©s capabilities
and not ask her to deal  with more than she can handle.
Little puppies can©t cope with more than quick in-and-
out-socialization. Ask for more and the pup may learn
poor  behaviors  that  undermine  future  training.
Overwhelmed pups can develop fears that  will  plague
them the rest of  their lives. Start with short, five-to-ten
minute outings. Plan outings where your soul purpose is
to socialize the pup and you can devote  all of  your
attention to him. Then gradually increase the time and
commotion you ask the pup to deal  with. Monitor  the
puppy closely for overload and get the puppy out of  the
situation before damage is done. There will  be plenty of
time later for the pup to accompany you on your daily
rounds, when he is more experienced.

A  few raisers could not raise a puppy unless they
take it  to the office from day one. These puppies are
issued coats on a case-by-case basis.  The burden of
discretion goes double for  these raisers.  Guide Dogs
trusts them to use the coat only to take the pup to work
and home, and not to over-socialize a very young puppy. 

After taking a mature dog everywhere in coat, it may
seem silly to cut  back and go easy with a brand-new
puppy, but wise puppy raisers know their dog and go at
an  appropriate pace.  No twelve-week-old  puppy  can
handle everything a twelve-month-old dog can do. Brand
new pups aren©t supposed to be glued to our sides and go
everywhere with us from the day they arrive. So be kind
to your baby puppy and let him take it slow!
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 Make
sure the pup is hungry. Prepare his meal, place it in the
crate and latch the door with the dog on the outside of
the crate. Let the dog spend about ten minutes trying to
figure out how to get in the crate. When you finally open
the door,  the pup won©t  be able to get  in there fast
enough. Getting into the crate becomes a relief, reward,
happy-time!  The  motivation  is  changed  and  the
opportunity to “kennel”  becomes self-reinforcing. 
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Abolene is a career  change golden and co-
raiser  of eleven puppies. Address questions to
Abbie at abbie@hpwtdogmom.org

Dear Abby:
My mom and I were just walking along the mall when this
man coming from the other direction ran his hand down
my back from my head to my tail, without so much as a by-
your-leave!  Pretty soon here comes a little kid, and she
does the very same thing. It was a long outing, and there
must have been at least five people who snuck a pet that
way. I  was so distracted!  Don©t they see my puppy coat?
Aren©t people supposed to ask before they pet me?
--Pestered by Petting

Dear Pestered:
I see you have experienced the ªfly-by pet.º Lots of people
do it, even though they shouldn©t. It is terribly distracting,
but  I©m afraid the fly-by pet  is something that  working
guides deal  with daily.  Your  raiser  can try  to politely
educate people that  they should always ask before they
touch a working dog. She can gently explain that a Guide
may get so distracted that its work could become unsafe,
and  the blind  person  may  not  even  know  why!  It©s
important to emphasize that the blind person may say ªnoº
when asked, because the dog needs to concentrate on its
job.  With children,  your  raiser  can give a little safety
lesson,  telling the child not  to touch  any dog without
asking: it©s impossible to tell if a dog is nice just by looking
at it! If your raiser has time, and you are calm, it©s okay for
you to sit for pets, if  the person asks. That will  give your
raiser a little time to educate the person about Guide Dogs
for the Blind and etiquette around working dogs. I©m sure,
when your raiser doesn©t want people to pet you, that she©s
courteous about it, in order to leave a positive impression.
Unfortunately, there will always be people willing to sneak
a pet when they think no one is looking, so it is best get
used to it now—it will  be part of  your life as a working
dog.
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If you received Purina Pro-Plan for your puppy, please take
a minute to write a thank-you note, and perhaps enclose a
photo of  your pup enjoying his free food: Louis Thomas,
Plant  Manager,  Nestlé Purina PetCare Company,  4555
York Street, Denver, CO 80216
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Our condolences to Janet Ford, whose sister passed away
on August 17th after a long battle with cancer. Janet will
take a break from puppy raising and leading puppy classes
while she puts her sister©s affairs in order. Our thoughts are
with her during this difficult time.
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We are  extremely fortunate  to  have  the
support  of  fellow  club  members who  are
willing to keep our dogs when we are out of
town. But if  we start taking each other for granted, we
may get to a point where sitters are hard to find! Here are
a few basic rules to keep in mind when you ask someone
to keep your puppy for a day, or longer. 
� Raiser does all the driving
� Raiser  takes care of  any known medical  problems

ahead of time (removing stitches for example).
� Raiser  provides  all  food  and  any  indicated

supplements (including bland diet if  needed, Flagyl,
ear medication, etc).

� Raiser must be totally honest with ongoing behavior
or health problems and be clear on instructions for
solving such problems, providing tools as needed. If
the problem is something the sitter declines to deal
with, be gracious about it, and call someone else.

� Before dropping off  your dog, be clear about when
you intend to pick  him up and be prompt  about
making those arrangements upon your return home.
Take your  sitter©s phone number  along—if  plans
change, contact your sitter as soon as possible.

� Don©t assume it is a privilege for a sitter to keep your
pup. It can be a lot of work, even an inconvenience to
have a new dog in the home. Remember, the sitter is
doing you a favor, not the other way around. 

� While payment for puppy sitting or thank-you gifts
are not expected, we are all volunteers, so show your
appreciation with fair expectations and hearty thanks
when someone helps you out.
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 Canine Leptospirosis is caused by
bacteria called spirochetes. It  is spread in the urine of
wild and domestic animals, in water sources and soil.
Leptospirosis affects the kidneys and liver. Symptoms
include  fever,  loss  of  appetite,  vomiting,  lethargy,
depression, muscle pain and sometimes diarrhea or blood
in the urine. In severe cases, jaundice and bleeding from
the mouth and in the stools may occur. There have been
a few diagnosed cases of leptospirosis Colorado recently.
Wild populations of  raccoons serve as the reservoir for
this disease. People can be affected too. 
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 Follow GDB recommendations
for  where to take our  pups to  avoid  contamination,
keeping young pups away from high dog traffic areas
such as greenbelts and parks. Don©t allow your dog to
drink from water puddles. Since raccoons may frequent
our  own backyards, eliminate areas of  standing water
and keep a watch for the symptoms, just in case.
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Relieving in harness is the #1 reason dogs are career
changed. Please make an extra effort to relieve your
puppy before you leave home and ask him to ªhold itº

for  your entire neighborhood walk or  outing. If  the dog
does break down, make your route shorter next time so the
dog can make it home. Gradually increase the time before
the dog is allowed to relieve. Write a detailed explanation
on your  monthly  report.  Did the dog urinate? Was it
marking? Did it  defecate? Did it  refuse to relieve when
given a chance prior to the incident? Any information you
can give will  help the trainers troubleshoot  the problem
when the dog is returned for harness training. 

Never attach a tie-down to a head collar. Attach the
tie-down to the flat collar and remove the head collar
to prevent the dog chewing it. When socializing, leave
the head collar attached to the leash if you are going to

be still  for a while, like at a restaurant or at church, but be
aware of the dog©s activities in case he©s silently chewing or
pawing at the head collar, trying to remove it.
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To everyone who helped with the Purina Pro
Plan donation:  to Tom Moyer  for  hauling

food from Purina to  the Extension office and helping
unload; to Larry and Dan (Extension staff) for unloading
the food into the building. To Tom Moyer and Alex Smoak
for delivering the food to puppy raisers, including loading
the heavy food into people©s cars. Sloppy Kisses to James
Creasey for  coordinating with Purina to arrange for  the
donation, and to Carmen Moyer for planning the logistics.

To educational program presenters: Carmen Moyer and
BAYLA at  the Sertoma Club and a Montessori  school,

and Leonard Decker and RODEO at the Sertoma Club.

To  Paws  for  Charity  attendees:  Sue  Green  with
FOGERTY, Lizz Landert  with  AKRON, Pam Kalkus with

FERRARI, the Rea family with  MARTY &  WONDER, Andrea
Loughry  with  EMMETT,  and Carmen Moyer  with  BAYLA .
Sloppy kisses to Lizz Landert for setup and takedown, and
to Lizz and Sue Green for manning the booth all day.

To Pam Kalkus for arriving at the August 29th puppy
truck early to set up the toy table. Sales were brisk!

To Sue Green for making sure everyone got the size
and number of crates they needed.

To Club Leader Carmen Moyer for the 1,000,001 things
she does every day to keep all of us on track!
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by Jane Smoak
As humans we are always looking  to  improve our
surroundings. We like to be comfortable and want those
around us to also be comfortable. We take this a step
further into the lives of  our pets by purchasing special
beds so they can snuggle down into them. There are
doggie sweaters and special booties for them so they can
stay warm and dry. In fact, there is an entire industry
built on this concept of animal care. 

I©d like to suggest that this way of thinking is not,
however,  what  we should  be doing with  our  guide
puppies in training. Now hold onÐ before you get too
unhappy with me, please hear me out. We are raising
these pups to have a chance at becoming Guide Dogs so
we need to consider what they will be exposed to in their
future work. They will  be on the street  guiding their
partner in all  kinds of  weather. They will  probably take
public transportation where they must ride in confined
areas on hard surfaces for  extended periods of  time.
They may encounter puddles to wade through or have to
walk across crushed rock. If  we make their  lives too
comfortable they won©t be ready to deal  with these less-
comfortable situations.

As raisers, we want to help our pups transition
into being able to tolerate being mildly uncomfortable. A
pup that is allowed to ride in what was a large space on
the floor  of  our  car  as a young pup can gradually,
naturally get  used to being in that  same spot  as they
grow. They can handle this for short periods of time and
it will do them good. They can also learn to lie quietly on
a hard floor by learning to tolerate this for very short
periods when young and gradually increasing the amount
of time as they get older. Surfaces are approached in the
same way, short distances done often.

A pup that is less tolerant will  fidget and try to
get  our attention in order to get  us to make their  life
more comfortable. If  we continuously work toward our
pup slowly being able to tolerate mildly uncomfortable
situations we will  be helping him to learn that he is able
to extend his own COMFORT ZONE. 
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As puppy raisers, our job is to teach basic obedience,
socialize the pup,  and give a firm foundation in
house manners. That©s enough. Don©t  worry about

teaching the puppy to stop at curbs, negotiate escalators,
or deal  with traffic checks. In fact, trying to teach these
concepts can be detrimental  to the dog©s future training
and even downright dangerous!  Enjoy your puppy and
let the professionals at Guide Dogs for the Blind teach
harness techniques! That©s their job!
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Each year  we proudly reprint  the stories our  raiser
wrote as part of  their 4-H Fair exhibits. Here is our
first story, by Wendy Kalkus. Watch for more stories
in future issues of the Puppy Pipeline.
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By Wendy Kalkus
Raising  FERRARI has been an amazing experience. Every
moment spent with him is precious, leaving little time for
anything bad. Raising a puppy really teaches you to listen
and use time wisely. You need to be constantly paying
attention to your environment, your puppy and its reactions
to the environment. I  have learned so many things from
taking to people and hearing their  stories about dogs or
things they have done to help people less fortunate than
themselves. I  have really improved my people skills and
my dog skills.  FERRARI had the most  trouble with other
dogs. He always wants to go over and play. We just had to
consistently keep him away. We had to use a head collar so
he didn©t  pull  me down and since then he has really
improved.  It  is so rewarding to see your  dog progress
mature, and learn skills you thought were near impossible.
And in the end, it really makes you feel  accomplished to
see the improvement  as your  little puppy  grows up!
Through FERRARI, I  have had the honor of  meeting many
wonderful people who appreciate what  I  am doing, and
every time they ask me if  it will  be hard to give him up.
Every time I  answer the same, YES!  FERRARI returns to
Guide Dogs for  harness training on September 15 and I
will  be a total  wreck; I  love him so much but I©ve known
from the beginning that  the day would eventually come
where he would leave me, but  it  still  doesn©t  make the
sever  any  less  painful. When I  really  get  down in the
dumps, I just remind myself  how lucky I am to have spent
more than a whole year with the best dog in the world, and
I can©t wait to see what he does for the world.

FERRARI came just  like any  other  puppy:  leaky,
sleepy, and chewy. As he aged he got potty trained and
could go for longer and longer outings. And as soon as all
his teeth came in his toys came to be used more for playing
instead of  just chewing. As for the sleepy part, well, let©s
just say he can, and will, plop down asleep whenever an
wherever  he wants.  Ah,  the life of  a dog!  Then came
teenagehood. His hormones were raging;  he could be a
little angel one moment and be devouring my foot the next.
And of course, there were girls, suddenly, everywhere, just
waiting for macho dog FERRARI to come, chat, and have a
little sniff. Thank goodness he got over all  of  that pretty
quickly! He has learned all the commands Guide Dogs has
asked us to teach him and we use them all the time. We go
through  every  command  at  least  twice a day.  These
commands are: sit, stay, down, stand, wait, okay, let©s go,
that©s enough, do your business, and leave it. FERRARI is not

a circus dog, and therefore isn©t familiar with any other
tricks or commands other than what Guide Dogs tell  us
to teach him. He is not  allowed to play fetch, so he
doesn©t pull  the blind person all  over the place trying to
catch  random things flying  in  the air.  Even though
FERRARI doesn©t  know  fun things like ªroll  overº  and
ªshake,º he is eager to learn and catches on very quickly.
If  his blind person ever wanted to teach him anything
new (and I©m sure they will)  FERRARI would be able to
learn it very quickly. Of course, as his mother, I know he
is brilliant, loving, kind, and will be an excellent addition
to the real world.

Unfortunately,  obviously,  I  could not  be here
today, but I have a good excuse! Presently I am traveling
with FERRARI at the Guide Dog campus in San Rafael. We
are attending Guide Dog Fun Day! The theme this year is
the K-9 Corral; this is the first time I am going and I am
really excited. My club and I are selling t-shirts that my
mom and I designed for puppy raisers. It is supposed to
look like the green guide dog jacket,  kelly green with
white letters. It says puppy raiser in the top left corner
with little paw prints going over the shoulder. We are
looking forward to an excellent  day  with puppies in
training and real  Guide Dogs, but by the time you read
this, well, FERRARI and I will  be having tons of  fun in the
sun at the Guide Dog campus in San Rafael, California!
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By Marianne McKiernan, CCI Raiser
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 Puppy proudly waves
with your bra or panties while running through
the house. 
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 Scoop  up
squatting puppy and make a mad dash for  the
nearest door.
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 Scoop  up  squatting
puppy and dash for the lobby door; Points deducted if
you forget to grab your key card and a poop bag. 
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Scoop up squatting puppy, jump over baby
gate and  run  for  the back  door;  this event  can  be
combined with the 100 Meter Dash. 
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 Step on knobby chewy toy and leap to
the air, holding injured foot and hopping up and down.
Points deducted for using naughty language around the
puppy. 
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Stand at the end of the leash and say "Do
Your  Business.º  Pull  leaf/stick/twig/rock  out  of  the
puppy©s mouth. Repeat endlessly. Extra points awarded
for 2 a.m. start time.  (Cont.)
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 Pick up Puppy. Pick up Puppy. Pick
up Puppy. Pick up Puppy. Pick up Puppy. 
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 Lunge toward puppy and fish contraband item
from his mouth;  extra points awarded if  you don©t  get
stabbed by tiny puppy teeth in the process. Style points
awarded if you can continue conversation with neighbor or
co-worker without pause. 
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 Give squirmy,  gleeful
puppy a bath and get drenched in the process. 
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Prepare dinner and clean up kitchen while
dodging puppy, other dogs, and many puppy toys scattered
over the kitchen floor. 
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Tumbling and leaping over
both the puppy and puppy-related items trying to avoid
falling on puppy or  one©s own bottom. Music required.
Style points if you "stick" the landing.
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 Sit on floor. Get a hold on a
squirmy, exuberant puppy and wrestle him down onto his
side, holding him there until he submits. 
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 Sit  on  floor.  Grab
squirmy puppy and put on baby coat and Gentle Leader.
Points deducted if  the puppy grabs the coat before you get
the belly strap buckled or gets the GL off his nose. 
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Jump over  furniture and other objects
while chasing your puppy to get the inappropriate object
out of her mouth before she swallows it while admonishing
"DROP!" Automatic disqualification if the puppy swallows
or destroys the object before you reach her. Style points
awarded  if  the  puppy  actually  drops  the  object  as
commanded. 
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Puppy races between your  legs
and out  the door  while you©re bringing in the groceries.
he/she circles the back yard about 20 times (doing the butt-
tuck  run)  and collapses into a sound  sleep under  the
bushes.
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Many brand new puppies behave as
if  it  will  kill  them to be crated.
They may cry, whine, scratch, bite
at the door or the air holes, or turn
around  endlessly  before they  lie
down.  Don©t  let  your  pup buffalo
you! Being comfortable in a crate is
an essential skill for a Guide Dog in
training, and it©s far easier to teach
it now than when the dog is older. Here are a few do©s
and don©ts that may make crate training a little easier.

Don't put a blanket in the kennel. A young pup will
chew  it  up  and  may  swallow  it,  causing  a

potentially serious medical emergency. Plus, the pup can
urinate on fabric and then kick it out of  the way, thus
defeating your efforts at house training.

Don't  let the puppy out of  its kennel  because it is
noisy; it teaches the pup that making noise works.

Wait  until  the pup is quiet  (even for  a few seconds)
before you unlatch  that  door!  Then ask  the pup to
maintain quiet for gradually longer periods, teaching that
quiet works and noise doesn©t.

Don't throw anything at  the kennel  in hopes of
making the puppy be quiet. It will  only cause the

puppy to become noise-shy.

Do feed the pup in its kennel at first. This develops
a positive association with the kennel and gives the

puppy another  reason to keep it  cleanÐ the kennel  is
bedroom and kitchen to the puppy.

Do kennel  the puppy when you need a break from
puppy  hijinks,  or  when  you  can©t  supervise it

completely. This will  allow you both to be happy about
each other©s company and keeps the puppy from learning
bad habits while running loose in the house.

Do give your puppy an indestructible toy like a
Kong or hard Nylabone to help occupy his time

in the crate.

Do pay attention to your puppy©s needs and get
him out in time to relieve outside. (Eight week

olds should be allowed to relieve at least every 3 ½-
4 hours). Clean the kennel thoroughly with a product
like Nature's Miracle if  the puppy makes a mistake,
and wash the puppy©s feet  and belly with a soft,
damp cloth or  bathe him as needed to make him
comfortable and sweet-smelling again.


