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PLEASE NOTE:  There are several  changes in the
upcoming  months  due  to  building  conflicts  and
holidays. Please mark your calendar accordingly. 

Young puppies meet every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at the
County  Extension building.  Call  Carmen Moyer  if
you have questions.

2 FWREHU� � WK�  5:00 p.m. Blessing of  the Animals.
Our  Father  Lutheran  Church.  6335  S.  Holly  St.
Educational  table after  the service during a hotdog
dinner. Donations of  dog food and supplies will  be
collected for the Denver Dumb Friends League.
2 FWREHU� � � WK� �7:00 p.m. Training meeting at  the
County Extension office.
2 FWREHU�� � WK� �All Colorado clubs are invited to the
HPWT  Halloween Party  at  the County  Extension
office.  See  last page of this newsletter for details.
2 FWREHU� � � WK� �7:00 p.m.  Training and business
meeting at the County Extension office.

1 RYHP EHU� � WK� �7:00 p.m. Training meeting at the
County Extension office. Barb Deevers will  trouble
shoot  issues from our puppy reports.
1 RYHP EHU� � � WK�  7:00 p.m. Training &  Business
meeting at the County Extension office.
1 RYHP EHU� � � UG� � �7:00 p.m. Training meeting for
extra helps. RSVP to Andrea if  you plan to attend
with a short description of your puppy's needs. 

' HFHP EHU�� WK: HPWT Holiday Party.
' HFHP EHU�� � WK� �7:00 p.m. Training meeting at the
County Extension office.
' HFHP EHU�� � WK�  Training and business meeting at
the County Extension Office.
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The  October  puppy  truck  is
scheduled for 1:00 p.m. on October
28th at the County Extension Office.

Andrea Loughry  will  send  EMMETT on for  harness
training and receive a male black lab, letter “S.”
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The  Arapahoe  County  4-H  Foundation  provides
funding  for  4-H  member  and  leader  awards and
training, college scholarships, and a whole lot more!
The wreath sale is the Foundation's main source of
funding. This year we are asking each puppy raiser to
be responsible for the sale of at-least one item. Orders
can be placed with our 4-H members, Wendy Kalkus
and Kelsey Rea. Orders are due by November  5th.
Items will  be  delivered  December  3rd-5th.  Puppy
Kisses to  Sheila Rea  for  being our  wreath  sale
chairperson this year.

" Decorated Wreath - $22.00. 
" Plain Wreath - $16.00
" 25' Roping - $33.00. 
" 8' Roping - $14.00. 
" Small Centerpiece with candle - $18.00.
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Four new puppies came in on September
16th:  James Creasey  received his ninth
puppy, a female black lab named DECADE.
Ellen Goldstein received her fourth puppy, a female
black lab named  NANA; co-raising  NANA with Ellen

will be Kristi Anderson and family. NEO, a
male black lab, is Wendy Kalkus' second
puppy. Lizz Landert takes on her eleventh
pup,  PAXTON, a male black lab. Welcome
to all the new pups!
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HPWT members will  gift wrap purchases for tips at
the Barnes &  Noble on County Line Road near Park
Meadows this holiday season. Dates are:

Dec. 18 (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. to Noon
Dec. 19 (Sunday) 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Dec. 23 (Thursday) 6:00 p.m. To 10:00 p.m.

Additional  times may be available.
Families that showed interest so far
include:  Landert,  Bossert,  Harris,
Jonas,  Sutton,  and  Trujillo.  Call
Lizz Landert  if  you are interested
or to sign up for your shift. 
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Abolene is a career  change golden and co-
raiser  of eleven puppies. Address questions to
Abbie at abbie@hpwtdogmom.org

Dear Abbie: 
I  am eight  months old now.  I  have

“double teeth”  on  my  lower  front  and  upper
incisors. Why haven't I  lost my baby teeth? My
mom and dad play tug with me and I love to chew
on my Nylabone and Kongs, but my teeth won't
come out. Is there anything that mom and dad can
do to help this?

—Tender  Teether
Dear Tender:
Believe it  or  not,  double teeth are not  all  that
unusual  in dogs. Usually their  roots decay and
they  fall  out  in their  own good time.  This is
especially true with  incisors,  like yours,  which
have shallow  roots.  I  myself  had this problem
with my canine teeth on top!  Canine teeth have
the longest roots of  all, and mine stayed so long
that I finally had to go to the doggie dentist (who
was also my regular vet) and have them extracted.
The problem is, the adult teeth coming in will get
messed up if  the baby teeth don't fall  out when
they're supposed to. At eight months, your baby
teeth should be outta there!  So have your people
talk to your puppy leader and get the ball  rolling
with GDB approvals to get those teeth pulled. 
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The 4-H  Achievement  Awards ceremony  was
held  October  1st.  Wendy  Kalkus received  the
“Make the Best  Better  Award.”  This award is
given to outstanding 4-H youth based on club and
county  participation  including  completion  of
projects. As her award, Wendy received a snazzy
4-H sweatshirt. As the Grand Champion of  the
guide dog project at the County Fair, Kelsey Rea
received a Silver award. She chose a desk clock.
Congratulations to our 4-H achievers!
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View the fire station outing, Cub Scout program,
photos of  new puppies &  portraits of  dogs in
harness  training  on  our  website  at
www.hpwtdogmom.org.  And  don't  forget  the
meeting schedule is always kept up to date, so
check it often!
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In case you haven't noticed, HPWT members are
special. You support each other in so many ways
to give incentive and inspiration. You have all
done that for me many times through the past 14
years!  The gift certificates were very thoughtful
and truly appreciated. 

Thank you,
Carmen Moyer
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Our puppies may seem to get a lot
of  exercise  out  socializing,  but
snoozing under a desk or standing
in line while shopping isn't  really
all  that  aerobic!  Exercise  is
important to our puppies' physical  and emotional
well-being.  A  daily  neighborhood  walk  (not
jogging—which can put undue stress on growing
bones) can make a huge difference in a puppy's
ability to focus in puppy coat. A strenuous game
of  tug  can  be  therapeutic!  High-energy  dogs
especially will benefit from daily exercise. If your
dog is doing lots of “puppy runs”  in the house or
yard, if  he's getting into destructive chewing or
digging, or having trouble settling on his tie-down
or in his kennel, relief may be as simple as added
exercise. Some dogs require more than one walk a
day to get the exercise they need. And don't forget
a good obedience workout as part of your exercise
regime! 
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Have you noticed how  big HPWT  has gotten
lately? As leaders, Carmen and Andrea enjoy and
appreciate each of  our fifteen puppies and their
raiser families. But size has its drawbacks. Puppy
meetings can be hectic, and it's difficult to give
each of you the attention you deserve and follow
up with the pups' various physical and behavioral
issues as well  as we'd like. We are counting on
you to let us know when you need help and what
your  pup's issues are. If  we discuss something
with you, and say “ try it and get back to us” � we
mean get back to us!  We truly want to provide
continuing support, but we may assume that all is
right with your pup unless you tell us the “ fix”  we
gave you to try isn't working. So email. Pick up
the phone!  Let us know how it's going with you
and your pup.
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By Jane Smoak and Andrea Loughry

Puppy  sitters are some of  the most
valued club members around. It's great
to have a trusted place for your puppy to
stay and learn. For the sitter, having a
parade of puppies through the house can
be fun but challenging! 

No  raiser  wants to  hear  that  their
puppy was a “brat”  in the sitter's home.
But several  factors can combine for an
unforuntate puppy-sitting experience—
for  both the sitter  and the pup. More
than  unpleasent,  this  can  mean  that

weeks of hard work on a pup's problem behavior can
be undone in the blink of  an eye. All  it takes is too
much freedom in the home or an accident in the mall.
So how to set up a visiting puppy for success?

Whenever you welcome a strange pup into your
home, begin by treating him as if he were eight weeks
old—unhousebroken  and  destructive.  Even  if  the
puppy  sitting  form indicates that  the puppy  is a
“perfect”  house dog, limit  his freedom and monitor
his relieving schedule until  he demonstrates that he
derserves your trust. 

Some  pups  are  wonderful  at  home,  but  at
someone else's house, all  bets are off—they need to
learn that  the rules apply at  the sitter's house, too.
Don't assume a puppy is ill-trained if she tries to steal
food or get up on the furniture. She may simply be
testing  the  boundaries  of  her  new  environment.
Discovering that rules are rules, no matter who she is
staying with, is one of  the most important lessons a
pup learns from visitng. 

Don't forget that pups of the same age may be at
different levels of maturity. What one pup can handle
at five months, another may still  be working on at ten
months of  age. The raiser  will  provide information
about areas of  challenge for  the pup.  Pay attention
and follow their instructions! Give freedom gradually
and only when the pup has earned it. Restricting areas
of  activity helps a pup of  any age adjust  to a new
environment. We want the puppy to learn that a swap
is a pleasant treat. Going slowly allows you to get to
know your guest's temperament and habits and get an
idea of  how much freedom this dog can handle in
your home.

Take outings  slowly too,  until  you learn what
your visiting pup can handle. If the pup has a problem
with being distracted by other dogs, then don't him to
a  place  where  he  will  encounter  dogs  and  be
overwhelmed by them. Try a walk at the mall early in
the day, indoors or outdoors, when it is quiet instead.

Address relieving issues early on in the visit. Be
prepared to relieve the dog often and follow a water
schedule if  necessary. Careful  attention to relieving

makes for more successful outings and a happy pup. 
Puppysitting  is a time to  give the pup  a

relatively  stress-free  environment.  Remember,  the
pup's world has been turned upside down—he has no
way of  knowing when or even if  he will  ever see his
raisers again!  By itself, that kind of  stress opens the
door to some unwanted behaviors, even in the best
dog. Minimize the stress by supportive handing—both
at  home and away. Introduce freedom gradually, as
the puppy earns it. That way both sitter and pup can
enjoy the time together. It will  make for a successful
experience all around. 
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Relieving in harness is one of  the leading reasons
dogs do not  become Guides. While there are some
dogs that show stress in this way, others are tripped
up by habits developed as puppies. There are three
areas of  relieving we can work on to help our pups
avoid the “relieving trap.”

� � � , Q� WKH� + RXVH� �Heel  the
puppy to the relieving area. Cast
or send him out, away from your
left  side.  Have him circle or
figure-eight in front of  you and
to the right. Try to habituate the
puppy never to relieve in heel position or on your left.
Stand in one place. Don't let the pup lead you around.
Give her five minutes to finish, then kennel for a time
and try again if  needed. Get the pup used to relieving
on various surfaces and with distractions (i.e. in the
front  yard)  right  from the start. The command “Do
your business”  means “Now is your chance to go and
you'd better take it because it's going to be a while
before you can go again!” 

� � � 2 Q� 2 XWLQJV� �When the pup is
very young, plan outings that are short
and non-stressful. Dedicate the outing
to  socializing  the  puppy  and  don't
expect  to get  any errands done while
you're out. Do not  relieve the puppy
before you leave home; rather, ask him
to relieve before you enter the store. If
the pup doesn't relieve, take it home, or

take a ten minute break in the car and try again. Once
he's relieved, go into the store for about ten minutes,
then take the puppy back to the car, drive home, and
give it another chance to relieve. This teaches the pup
to relieve away from home with distractions and gives
you  an  “empty”  pup  and  hopefully  a successful
outing. As the pup gets older, lengthen the amount of
time in the store. Once your pup is fairly successful,



it's time to start taking him on errands and along for
more of your everyday routine. If  you have your pup
at work all  day, establish a “home base”  at work that
you can use as a second home.
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Relieve before you start  out  on
your  walk.  Correct  your  puppy
for  trying  to  relieve on  route.
Make it home if  possible before
letting the puppy finish up. After
a while, the puppy will  develop a
pattern. If he always defecates after twenty minutes of
walking, walk out ten minutes and back ten minutes,
so he can make it home without relieving on the walk.
Then gradually increase the length of time he is asked
to go before relieving. The idea is to teach the puppy
that it is never okay to relieve on route.

A  year-old dog should only need to relieve
four to five times a day. Unless there is a physical
problem,  don't  let  your  dog try  to  convince you
otherwise, especially if  it's fidgeting at work or class
and  simply  wants a little break—it's okay  (even
desirable)  to  ask  it  to  hold  its  bladder  until  a
convenient break in your schedule!  Relieving success
for an one-year-old puppy includes walking a six-to-
eight  block neighborhood route without  stopping to
empty. If  your pup relieves on a outing more than
twice a year,  that's too much. Careful  attention to
relieving habits will  pay off  with fewer embarrassing
accidents to clean up in public,  and,  hopefully,  a
grand graduation day!
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Ever  notice how  a dog
that  does perfectly  in  a
dog-to-dog  exercise
during  training  can  be
tumbling all  over another
dog while their  two raisers visit? Two things
happen  in  this  scenario. The dog  doing  the
tumbling  is being  rewarded  for  an  undesired
behavior. The dog that's being jumped on is being
distracted—having  its personal  space invaded.
One such encounter can undo months of  careful
training if this dog was having problems with dog
distractions. Be aware of  your puppy's behavior
whenever you are together with other raisers, and
make sure she is not  violating  another  dog's
personal space. If  the leash is in your hand, then
you are on duty, responsible for keeping track of
your dog's behavior, no matter how interesting the
conversation may be.

3833<�.,66(6
To  Doggie  Tales  participants:  In
September:  Marty  Dickerson  with

GYPSY, Lynda Harris with AKIRA, Leah Jonas with
COUGAR,  Andrea Loughry  with  EMMETT,  Kelsey
Rea with MARTY, and Sheila Rea with WONDER. In
October:  Marty  Dickerson with  GYPSY,  Andrea
Loughry with JASPER &  EMMETT, Kelsey Rea with
MARTY, and Shelia Rea with WONDER. 

To the Cub Scout Pack 626 for their generous
donation in return for our participation in their

program. The club voted unanimously to use the
money to defray 4-H enrollment costs for all  of
our youth puppy raisers.

To Ellen Goldstein, Lizz Landert and Dot Dill
for bringing goodies to the fire station outing

to thank the firefighters for their hospitality. 

To James Creasey for rescuing a medium size
kennel  from a dumpster, cleaning it  up, and

donating it to the club!

To Jane Smoak and members of  Denver Eye
Paws for providing bright red cleanup kits to

go with the donated ProPlan dog food at  the
September puppy truck.

To GDB Puppy Workshop attendees:  Puppy
Raisers:  Bossert,  Goldstein,  Harris,  Jonas,

Kalkus,  Landert,  Loughry,  Moyer,  Peet,  Rea,
Santaus, Sutton; and Puppy Sitters: Mueller and
Henderson.

To  HPWT  booth  workers  at  the  Puppy
Workshop October  2nd:  Annette Bossert  and

Rhonda Sutton (toy sales), Lizz Landert  (leash
repair, career  change scarves), and Pam Kalkus
(T-shirts, Halloween party).
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Ed.  note:  we proudly  present  the
second of  the County Fair  stories
written by our 4-H youth.

MARTY
by Kelsey Rea
Marty is the second guide dog puppy

I  have raised, and if  it possible, this year was even
more fun than last year was. Marty arrived at DIA on
December  12, 2003, only three days after  our  first
puppy, Wonder,  went  back to Guide Dogs for  the
Blind for harness training. After I finally guessed his
name, he came out of the kennel he was in, right into
my arms. After he greeted me,the first thing he did
was snuggle up in my lap. I knew right then that I was
going to love this little puppy forever. The first few
nights were mostly sleepless, but  after  he got  over
being in the kennel for the night, he slept wonderfully.
After he got more accustomed to his new life at our
house, Marty found his favorite place to sleep: right
next to the water bowl! At least when I wasn't sitting
on the floor that was his favorite spot, he also loved to
lay with his head in my lap. When we go places with
Marty,  people always comment  that  he is really
mellow. We laugh and tell  them that Marty has two
switches: off and on. If he is off, then he sleeps, but if
he is on, then he can be a very crazy, energetic little
bundle of  fluff. That stil l  rings true today, Marty can
either not want to wake up, or not want to lay down.
Except in the morning that is; ever since he got the
point  of  sleeping during the night, he has patiently
waited for me to get up in the morning. It is not that
he is asleep still; he just lays there looking at me until
I get up.

Marty is much different from the first puppy I
raised. Wonder has a completely different personality
than he does. She is not much of  a cuddler, and he
really is. He does not like to play keep away, while
she is the master of that game. While Marty has "two
switches,  on and off",  Wonder  can get  up and go
whenever.  These  differences  became  even  more
apparent, when on April 22, 2004, we got a call  from
the leader of  our club saying that Wonder had been
career changed. This means that she couldn't become
a guide dog. She had a little problem with one of her
elbows. The day after  that,  we went  to the airport
(again!) to bring Wonder home. This was the start of
the biggest  challenge of  the year.  Both dogs were
relatively  dog  distracted,  and  they  were  both
accustomed to being the only dog in the house. This
makes for  a crazy house!  Deep down I'm sure that
they really do like each other, but one wouldn't know
that  by  watching  them.  They  really  enjoy  play

fighting with  each other,  and they  really  are not
allowed  to  play  fight.  We have dealt  with  this
problem by keeping them separated unless we know
they will  behave well  together. It has gotten a little
better, but there is still a long way to go!

Throughout  the seven  months I  have had
Marty for I  have learned a lot. Having a puppy with
me really alerts me to everything around me that  I
wouldn't really notice otherwise. It teaches you more
about  the time you have to do something;  puppy's
inner clocks are really accurate!  They know exactly
when it time to wake up, when it is time to go, and
most  of  all, when it's time for  dinner!  I  have also
learned  a lot  from talking  to  people who  know
someone  who  has  a  guide  dog  or  have  other
connections to what I  am doing. There is a girl  who
went to my school  who is blind and has a guide dog.
This year I  got to know her better and learned a lot
from it. I sat next to her in choir and actually saw the
difference a guide dog made in someone's life. I saw
how what I'm doing really was going to help someone
in the future. Even though it is hard to give the puppy
we spent a year or more with up it really is worth it.

Even though I have only had Marty for seven
months, he is so much different from when I first got
him.  Because of  all  his training he behaves much
better (even though we still  have a ways to go!). He
knows that  he shouldn't  be as exuberant  to  see
someone as he would like to, and usually respects
that. He has gotten a lot calmer around other dogs as
he gets older. He has basically grown up from being a
little baby puppy, into being a bigger, teenage dog,
and I  am looking forward to his growth to adult
doghood

This year  I  have continued to  do  Doggie
Tales, a reading program at three Arapahoe County
Libraries. In this program, kids come to the library for
a half  an hour during a two-hour period, pick out a
book and read to a dog. I am in charge of making sure
there are six dogs there, ready to be read to. I am also
the club librarian, along with my mom. We keep the
“ library”  (a cardboard box) and if  someone wants to
borrow a book or video, we bring a book or video to a
meeting if someone wants to borrow it.

The time I  have had with Marty  has been
wonderful, and I am not looking forward to the end of
it. I have become terribly attached to him, and it will
be hard to say goodbye, but I know it is worth it. Even
though there have been some challenges, it has been
all around a fabulous year. I look forward to what the
next puppy will bring.




