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Young puppies meet every Tuesday. Call Janet Ford
or Carmen Moyer if you have scheduling questions.
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� �7:00  p.m. Training meeting at  the
County Extension building.
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�  Puppy  Truck.  County  Extension
building, in the afternoon. Time and details will  be
posted on the club website as soon as we have them.
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�  Please attend  the  Puppy  Raiser
Workshop on April  3rd in lieu of  the third Tuesday
social outing this month. We will  plan a dog wash
outing when the weather is warmer.
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� �7:00  p.m. Training meeting at  the
County Extension building.
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� �All Day GDB Puppy Raiser Workshop.
Guide Dogs requires attendance at this event for all
current  and  prospective puppy  raisers.  You  are
expected to attend unless you contact Carmen and
arrange for  an excused absence.  Details will  be
posted on the club website as soon as we have them.
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HPWT meets twice a month for training meetings,
and plans one social  outing per month. We aim for
outings that are as enjoyable for the people as they
are beneficial  for the dogs. But social  outings are
“optional,”  and sometimes it  may seem like these
third Tuesday meetings are expendable. Turnout has
been  light lately. So why don't  we simply have a
third training meeting? What good are meetings out
in the community? Social  outings are important
because: 
1. They provide a real-life setting to work your dog
with club leaders. Issues that may not appear in the
controlled setting of a training meeting may surface

on an outing and we can troubleshoot  the dog's
behavior on the spot. 
2. Social outings provide an opportunity for relaxed
one-on-one  conversation with fellow  raisers who
may have experienced the same situation with one
of their dogs and be able to offer insight or support
for your situation with your dog. 
3. The social outings provide opportunities that your
dog  may  not  otherwise  experience:  light  rail,
wheelchairs,  skateboarders,  elevators,  firemen  in
full turnout gear, and on and on.
4.  Planning  an  outing  gives our  4-H  members
valuable  experience in organizing a group event.
This leadership role is life experience, and great to
put in a project book come County Fair time! 
5. When we go out in a group, we get noticed. What
a great way to spread the word about our project and
Guide Dog's mission to provide mobility to blind
people through these wonderful dogs.
6. Social  outings are an opportunity to make up an
absence if  you  have missed  a regular  training
meeting.
7. Social outings are fun! 

It can be difficult to
come  up  with  social
outings in  the cold,  dark
months with unpredictable
weather,  but  as we move
into Spring,  there will  be more opportunities for
great  outdoor  outings. Ideally, every raiser  family
will  take a turn suggesting and planning a social
outing over the next year. We already have plans for
an outing to a dog wash, but there are so many other
great  places to visit.  Where would you take the
club? Remember, when you plan an outing, you can
make it  for  your side of  town. Let's plan-out  our
summer and have some fantastic and well-attended
outings this year!
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Abolene is a career change golden and co-raiser
of ten puppies. Address questions to Abbie c/o the
editor or e-mail at abbie@hpwtdogmom.org

Dear Abbie:
My raiser always keeps me on a drag
line attached to her, or in my kennel.

One day, I  got loose in the house� and boy was it
fun!  I  did  puppy  runs around  the kitchen  and
knocked over some chairs. Then I  ran up into the
kid©s bedroom and stole a stuffed animal  and ran
around with that in my mouth. No one could catch
me and  it  was the funnest  game!  They  finally
cornered me in the bathroom when I  jumped into
the tub. It was so fun, but later I  heard my raiser
saying she would make sure I never got loose in the
house again. But a dog can©t live his life on a leash
all the time, can he? � Free At Last

Dear Free:
You©re right, a puppy can©t live its entire life on a
leash or in a kennel. While these are important tools
when  you  were young  and  new,  it  is  equally
important that your raisers gradually teach you how
to  handle freedom  in  the house.  If  you  never
experience life off leash, you will  go bonkers when
you get home with your graduate, when she lets you
free in the house. So tell  your puppy raiser to find
some time every day when he can concentrate just
on you,  and begin to teach you how  to handle
freedom. He can begin in a small  room that can be
blocked off, and allow you to sniff  and explore as
much as you want. While he reads a book or does
homework in the same room, you can play until you
get tired and settle down on your own. After you are
used to the small  room and can settle down fairly
rapidly, your raiser can gradually introduce you to
more and more rooms of  the house, until  you can
handle being at  large in the entire house without
becoming  destructive or  rushing  around  doing
puppy runs. Then, you can start on the even bigger
challenge of being calm and non-destructive at large
in the house when your raiser isn©t home. Feeling
comfortable  enough  to  settle  down  and  sleep
uncrated, whether or not your raiser is home, is a
learned behavior, just like nice tie-down behavior.
Your eventual  blind partner will  thank your raiser
for taking time to teach you this important skill.
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(Reprinted from the August 2001 Pipeline)
HPWT  is dedicated to  helping its raisers
attend  graduations,  GDB’s Fun  Day,  and
defraying  the  sometimes  high  cost  of
bringing career  change dogs home. HPWT
does this in several ways:
) 8 1 ' 5 $ , 6( 5 6�  Whenever  club  members
participate in a fund raiser such as the President’s
Day  dog  show,  a portion  of  the proceeds are
earmarked under the raiser’s name. The money may
be used  to  attend  graduation,  Fun  Day,  or  for
transportation of  a career  change dog. If  a raiser
leaves the club  with  unused  funds,  the money
reverts back the club’s general account.
+ $ 5 1 ( 66 � ' 2 1 $ 7 , 2 1 � �HPWT  has
traditionally made a $25 donation to GDB to be
presented by the raiser at their dog’s graduation. At
the July 17th 2001 business meeting, club members
voted to give raisers the option to leave this money
in the club,  use it  for  transportation for  dog or
people, or  donate it  toward the harness fee. This
policy change is not retroactive.
5 <$ 1 �) 8 1 ' � �This fund was established in 1998
by Ryan DeKruif when he received the J.C. Penney
Golden Rule Award for community service. Grants
of  $50 will  be awarded to families traveling to
Guide Dogs’  campus to attend the graduation of  a
puppy they have raised.
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It©s time to decide whether we should have club T-
shirts, and if  so, which design our members prefer.
Please go to  http://hpwtdogmom.org/club/events/t-
shirts.html to view the proposed designs and vote
for your favorite if  you haven©t done so already. It
doesn©t  matter  if  you©ve been a member  for  one
week or  twelve years, we still  need to hear  from
you. Costs would vary from about $6.00 for T-shirts
to about $15-20 for sweatshirts. Raisers would have
their choice of color and style. The club will vote on
whether  to pay  for  the screen charges from the
general fund or to pass that cost on with the price of
the shirt. Also, check out the designs for prospective
items to sell as a fund-raiser. If you have an idea for
a design the club could sell, let us know and we will
add it to the website!  We will  discuss this issue at
an upcoming business meeting.
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Ed. note: we asked the members of the International
Puppy  Raisers listserve “ what  is the one most
important  thing  you  would  tell  a  new  puppy
raiser?” Here are some of their answers. 
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Read the chapter  Surviving the first
few days with your new puppy in your
Puppy Manual  before the puppy truck
comes.

Teach good habits from the beginning. It©s easier
to teach good habits than to retrain them later. At
eight weeks, it©s cute and fun to hold the puppy in
your lap on the couch, or to let it lunge on the leash,
or eat stuff  off  the floor, or bark cute puppy barks.
At 60 pounds those behaviors won©t be so much fun.
A strong, firm foundation is the best starting point. 

Remember, a new baby puppy needs constant
supervision!  Tie him to your belt loop for the first
couple of  weeks. Put  him in his crate when you
need a break or can©t watch him. Later on, keep a
dragline on him when he©s loose in the house so that
you can correct him if you need to.

Get  the puppy used to handling—all  over  its
body—every day from the very first day you bring it
home.

Encourage good manners at mealtime. A blind
person doesn©t  need an eighty-pound dog frisking
about the kitchen. Tell your puppy "wait" and set his
food bowl  down. You will  have to restrain him at
first,  until  he gets the idea.  Wait  until  he stops
struggling to get to the food. Then tell  him "okay"
and release him to eat.

Attend all  the puppy meetings and ask lots of
questions.  Don©t  hesitate to  email  or  call  your
leaders in  between  times  with  questions  or
problems.
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Use your  crate from the beginning
when you cannot fully supervise the
puppy  and  keep  your  puppy  in
practice by kenneling him for a bit of
time every day. 

Feed pup in the crate. He will think the crate is
a wonderful  place, and he©ll  be more reluctant  to
relieve in it, thus reinforcing your potty training. 
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Take pup out, on lead and only on lead
to do business after every meal, after
he wakes from a nap, after playing, or
every half hour or so, whichever comes

first. If the puppy has accidents, shorten the interval.
If the puppy takes a few minutes to go once you get
him outside, you can probably lengthen it  by five
minutes at a time.

When in doubt, take the puppy out!  Puppies
have to go. A lot. Some can hold it for hours, and
some have bladders the size of  a peanut. You can
save a lot of accidents if  you take it out frequently.
If  you can©t watch the puppy, put in the crate for
some nap time. 

It©s a good idea to carry him outside first thing
in the morning, as he may not be able to walk that
far without relieving. But the more you can let him
walk himself, the quicker he will  learn he has to
make it outside to take care of business.

Kill the smell—use Nature©s Miracle or another
product designed to eliminate odor to clean up after
accidents. If  the puppy can smell  urine, it  will  be
more likely to use that place again.

Don©t scold your puppy if  you find an accident
after the fact. He won©t connect your anger with an
act  he probably  cannot  remember  anymore.  Do
praise your puppy  extravagantly when he does his
business outside! 
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Don©t encourage the puppy to whine or
bark  in  his  crate  by  giving  him
attention. If he fusses don©t correct him,
and  don©t  reinforce the behavior  by

speaking to him, either. He must be quiet for at least
thirty seconds before you let him out of his crate! If
you let him out because he©s fussing, you©ve taught
him he can get out by making noise. We want him
to think he has to be quiet in order to get out. Once
he is quiet, take him out to relieve, or you may have
a mess to clean up.

Try keeping the crate next to the bed overnight.
If  the puppy cries from loneliness, she may calm
down if you stick a foot or hand out from under the
covers and through the holes in the crate.

All  puppies learn to sleep through the night,
although it may not seem like it in the first couple of
weeks, so hang in there!
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Your puppy is not ready for extended
outings yet. If  you take him out in his
puppy coat, take second person along
who can take him outside immediately

if he is overwhelmed or needs to relieve. You want
every outing to be a success!  At this age, outings
should be short. Five to ten minutes is maximum.

Carry a small  diaper  in case of  an accident.
They are very, very absorbent. Also carry plastic
bags and paper towels to clean up solid waste.
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You  can©t  give your  puppy  too  much
love! Your most important job is to make
the pup feel  loved. If  you don©t get  the

training done perfectly, the trainers could fix that,
but they can©t teach the puppy to bond.

Enjoy the happy puppy raising times and take
lots of  pictures. Puppy Truck time comes too fast.
The important thing is to love the puppy. 
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When you puppy-sit,  remember  to  keep a
diary of  the puppy©s daily activities. Simply
write a few sentences every day about where
you went with the dog and how it behaved in
your home: the highlights and problems of the
puppy©s visit. Have the diary ready to hand to
the puppy©s raiser when they pick up the dog,

or email  it to them immediately afterward. Include
the dog©s name,  sitter©s name,  and the dates the
puppy was at your house at the top. The reports are
faxed, so if  you©re not  emailing, use black ink or
print  it  on  the computer.  This is an  important
document for the dog©s raiser and the trainers when
the dog is at GDB. Sitter©s diaries provide important
insights into the dog©s progress and reactions when
it  is away  from its familiar  home  environment,
when typical stress behaviors tend to surface.

HPWT has an array of  books and videos available
to check out from the club library. Take a peek at
the holdings on our website under “books”  and then
let Kelsey or Sheila Rea know which book you©re
interested in. They will  bring the book to the next
club meeting for you to check out.
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To Sunrise Senior Home visitors on
February 17th: Sheila Rea &  MARTY,

Carmen  Moyer  &  GIDGET,  Andrea
Loughry &  EMMETT, and Janet Ford &
FOGERTY.

To  February  Puppy  Tales participants:  Katie
Arnold with MOLLY, Mary Dickerson with GYPSY,

Carol  Jonas with ABOLENE, Lea Jonas with EMMETT,
Andrea Loughry with  JASPER,  and Carmen Moyer
with LODGE.

To Sue Green for her exhaustive efforts to make
sure all our new raisers have the kennels, exercise

pens, etc. they need, and to all raisers who turned in
unused equipment  for use by other club members.

To Dot Dill  and the Dogs with Vision club for
offering to lend Have Paws crates and ex-pens to

help with our six incoming new puppies, if we need
them.

To Fran Schrag, friend of  Andrea Loughry and
mom of  beloved career  change dog,  TANDY, for

donation of TANDY©S old crate. Fran said: It©s a gift to
the Club in hopes that  someone©s dog will  be as
happy and secure in it  as TANDY was.”  (ed note:
TANDY died last  year  at  the age of  ten of  mouth
cancer)


