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Young puppies meet every Tuesday. Call  Janet
Ford or  Carmen Moyer if  you have scheduling
questions.
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7:00 p.m.  Training meeting at  the
County Extension building. 
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7:00 p.m. Social  outing. Carmen's
office building,  7000  S.  Broadway.  We will
practice open stairs,  have a traffic walk  down
Broadway, and finish on the Highline Canal trail. 
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� 7:00 p.m.  Training and business
meeting at the County Extension building.
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�  7:00  p.m. Training meeting at  the
County Extension building. 
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�  7:00  Social  outing,  light  rail  to
downtown Denver. Meet at the Littleton station at
6:50 p.m. We will  catch the 7:02 train. Puppy
handlers ride free under the new policy, but others
must pay regular fare. Please let Carmen know if
you cannot  attend so that  we know how many
puppies when we make arrangements with RTD.
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� �7:00 p.m.  Training and business
meeting.  Meet  at  Gallup  Park,  which  adjoins
Bemis Library at 6014 S.  Datura Street. Park at
the library (two blocks south of  the Extension
building) or along “Library Lane”  and meet under
the white arch at the park (East of the library). We
will try again to get a group photo, so please wear
your club shirt, puppy raiser shirt  or something
denim blue or puppy-coat green, and have your
puppy in its coat for the photo-op.
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Kate and Daniel Trujillo welcomed male
yellow lab ALEXI from the May 9th puppy
truck. Congratulations Kate & Daniel!
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From Barb Deevers, PRA
The August recall/puppy truck
is scheduled for August  29th.
There have been a lot of changes to the recall lists
from other areas, causing a domino effect to our
list, thus the late August date. Please note that in
addition to the list already published, there will be
a second truck in the month of  September. We
should  receive this list  of  dogs shortly.  New
puppies will  arrive on the August and September
trucks—raisers  wanting  a  September  puppy
should get their applications in place right away!
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RTD has a new policy that allows puppy raisers
to ride free with their  dog-in-training. The free
fare applies only to the person directly handling
the dog. Groups of  puppy raisers should make
arrangements by  contacting RTD  prior  to  the
outing (which should be planned for  off-peak
times). We recommend printing the memo and
having it along when you ride light rail or the bus.
The memo making this policy official is available
at http://hpwtdogmom.org/club/info/rtd_policy.html 
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1. Pre-entry forms are due in the
Extension office July 1st. Forms are
in the back of the Fair Book.

2.  Interview  judging  for  HPWT  members  is
Tuesday, July 27th at  11:00 am. Members who
cannot be present may have someone else bring
their  project.  Participation  in  the interview  is
highly  recommended,  since it  is a wonderful
real-life experience and helps your overall score.

3. Exhibits must be picked up between 7:00 p.m.
and 8:00 p.m., Wednesday, July 28th, 2004.

Call Carmen if you have any questions about the
Fair  or  need help dropping off  or  picking up
exhibits. Tips on creating a prize-winning exhibit
and  photos  of  last  year's  exhibits  are  at
http://hpwtdogmom.org/club/info/county_fair.html 
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Maegan Shanteau was awarded a 4-H Foundation
Scholarship. Maegan was a HPWT member from
2000-2003 and raised three dogs during her time
with us. She was active in many 4-H functions,
including youth ambassadors.  She is a worthy
recipient and we congratulate her!
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To everyone who has participated in
Doggie  Tales  since  September.

Sloppy kisses to Kelsey Rea and her
entire  family  for  their  diligent  efforts  in
scheduling the volunteers.  Doggie Tales is on
break for summer and will resume again next fall.

To Lynda Harris for sharing her pictures of the
Diary Queen outing for our website. Enjoy this

and other social outings under the “Schedule and
Events” icon on our club website!

To Pam Kalkus for her continuing efforts in
filling orders for club shirts. Proceeds from the

shirts total  $45.00 so far. There will  be another
opportunity to purchase shirts this fall.
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WONDER, a female yellow lab raised
by Kelsey and Sheila Rea was career
changed on April  20th for  physical
reasons.  WONDER is back  at  home
helping  co-raise  the Rea's  current
puppy, MARTY.
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There have been reports on the Internet
that grapes and raisins are poisonous to
dogs and can cause kidney failure and
death. Unlike many Internet rumors, this
is true. According to the ASPCA,  “the
dogs who ate the grapes and raisins
typically vomited within a few hours of

ingestion.  Most  of  the time,  partially digested
grapes and raisins could be seen in the vomit,
fecal  material, or  both. At this point, some dogs
would stop eating,  and develop diarrhea.  The
dogs often  became quiet  and  lethargic,  and
showed signs of abdominal  pain. These clinical
signs lasted for  several  days — sometimes even
weeks. Blood chemistry panels showed patterns
consistent  with kidney damage. In some cases,
dogs who received timely veterinary care still had
to be euthanized.”
: KDW� \ RX�FDQ�GR� �Teach your puppy not to
take food from tables and counters or pick crumbs
up off  the floor. Since Guide Puppies are never
allowed people food, grapes as treats shouldn't be
a problem. Just to be on the safe side, don't keep
raisins and grapes on the counter where your pup
could snatch them. If you puppy does accidentally
get a single grape or raisin, don't worry about it. If
she eats several, it's best to induce vomiting and
call a leader to see if a vet visit is in order. 
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Many people have received an email  claiming
that  some Swiffer  cleaning  products  contain
chemicals  harmful  to  dogs.  This  has  been
thoroughly researched by GDB and is a hoax.
Swiffer products are safe for use around dogs and
children. Moral  of  the story:  check  out  rumors
you hear with club leaders or GDB before you
believe them! 
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Abolene is a career  change golden and
co-raiser  of  ten  puppies.  Address
questions to Abbie c/o the editor  or  e-
mail at abbie@hpwtdogmom.org

Dear Abbie:
My new mom corrects me for  everything. She
also praises me, but there are times when I  get
tired of getting picked on. I know if I develop bad
habits now,  they will  only  get  worse as I  get
older, but is there such a thing as a Mom being
overly strict? --Puppy with a Picky Mom

Dear Pick: 
It©s good that your new mom wants to start you
out with good habits—it©s far easier to learn good
habits from the start than to break old habits later.
I suspect the problem is that somehow your mom
isn©t getting through to you with her corrections.
If  the corrections aren©t firm enough, they can be
like nagging, and you may not heed them. If she©s
inconsistent—correcting you sometimes and not
others for the same behavior, then you will not be
able to tell  which behaviors your mom wants. If
your mom gives confusing signals, both of  you
will  be frustrated,  and  your  behavior  will  be
unpredictable.  Tell  you mom that  she must  be
consistent,  firm,  and clear.  If  worse comes to
worst  and your mom gets too  exasperated with
you, she can even put you in your kennel  for a
little break.  Later,  when  you©ve both  calmed
down, she will  be happier about being with you.
The classes at puppy club should help, and there©s
lots of  good advice on teaching house behaviors
and commands in the puppy raising manual  and
on the website.  With your mom©s patience and
consistency, I©m sure you will  grow up to have
great manners and become a Guide!
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Carmen  is a grandmother
for  the  second  time!
Heather Marie Beuning was
born to Carmen©s daughter
Chris and son-in-law Thom

on May 10th, 2004.  Little Heather weighed in at 4
lbs., 14 oz., and joins big brother Connor at their
home in Tacoma. Congratulations to the proud
parents and grandparents!

*'%�72<�32/,&<
From Barb Deevers, PRA
Some  time  ago,  GDB  approved
several  new  toys  for  the  puppy
program. These included the addition
of  some interactive  toys,  others  that  require
supervision for  safety  and some that  are only
approved for young puppies.

Toys are not  only entertainment  for  the
pups,  but  also educational  and good forms of
exercise.  Teaching a puppy how  to play is an
important part of  puppy raising. There are some
important  messages they  can  learn  with  play:
avoiding keep away, appropriate tug games and
not chewing on items that may be fun, but could
be dangerous if ingested. 

Recently,  one of  our  puppies ingested
pieces of  the “approved with supervision”  rope
toy. These strings wrapped around his digestive

track  and  required  surgical
removal.  This  life-threatening
situation  is a reminder  as to
why GDB is strict about the use
of  toys and the need to strictly

adhere to the policy, even if  items appear to be
safe or that individual  puppy does not seems to
chew  excessively.  Ropes,  plastic  bottles  and
fleece toys are all  potential  hazards, as is any toy
left in reach of an ambitious chewer. 

It  is extremely important  that  all  raisers
work within GDB©s toy policy. Take a moment to
review the toys that you have and how they are
used. Be sure each toy is used as intended, with
supervision, or for the proper age of  the puppy.
Remove worn or broken toys and the discontinue
use of some of the more delicate
or  ingestible  items  when  the
puppy gets too old. For example,
our  March  puppies  have
outgrown many of the baby toys,
such as fleece toys, dinosaurs, gummabones, etc. 
We appreciate your help in keeping the pups safe
and entertained! Ed. Note: A complete illustrated
list of GDB-approved toys and their appropriate
uses as well as the toy policy can be found on the
HPWT website. Go to the “Information for Puppy
Raisers” page and click on the Toy Store icon or
go to http://hpwtdogmom.org/club/info/toy_policy.html 
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As puppy raisers, our mission is to raise a
well  mannered puppy that is happy about
training and confident in every setting. In
short, to prepare each dog for its future in
harness training so that it has its own best
chance to become a Guide. But keeping a
young,  inexperienced  pup  focused  and
working  without  nipping,  picking  up
garbage  or  food,  relieving  inappropriately,
barking, lunging at other dogs, or soliciting pets
from people can  be a difficult and even daunting
challenge.

The  key  to  offering  a  puppy  its  “best
chance”  is in the dog-raiser relationship. As they
say, nature abhors a vacuum. If you, the raiser, do
not provide consistent, clear and firm leadership,
the puppy will try to be the leader. The trouble is,
he©s just  a little puppy!  He doesn©t  have the
wherewithal to know  what©s expected and his
undisciplined behavior  can  lead  to  problems,
especially as he gets big enough that physically
handling him is not  feasible. That  cute puppy
lunging for  it©s playmate at  puppy meetings is
going  to  inflict  skinned  knees lunging  for  a
neighborhood dog on a walk when he weighs 80
poundsÐ and be a menace to his blind partner if
he cannot keep his mind on his work. His Velcro
mouth  that  picks up sticks,  rocks,  and candy
wrappers  may  some  day  lead  to  abdominal
surgery. It©s the raiser©s job to set clear boundaries
and enforce calm, appropriate behavior so that as
the puppy grows, it will be mannerly.

Yes, puppies do grow out of some thingsÐ
the compulsion to chew and nip usually abates
when the puppy gets past  teething.  But  if  the
puppy is not  taught  the appropriate use of  his
mouth from day one, he will  grow up to be
destructive and a nuisanceÐ mouthing people©s
hands. 

Yes, the trainers at Guide Dogs can teach
the puppies their  commands.  But  habits of
lunging,  inappropriate playÐ either  with off-
limits toys like balls, with other dogs, or even
rough-housing with humansÐ are ingrained and
can and do knock dogs out of the program.

Guide puppies have higher expectations and

way more rules than any other pet. There are
a lot of  people and books out there ready to
give advice on how to train a dog. As puppy
raisers for Guide Dogs for the Blind, we are
obligated  to  follow  GDB©s  training
techniques and guidelines.  Over  the years
Guide Dogs© trainers and graduates have seen
what  works and  what  doesn©t,  and  while
some  rules  may  seem  frivolous  or
perplexing, each has very good reasons why
it  is  important  and  must  be  followed.

Fortunately, we  have the wonderful  resources of
our Puppy Raising  Adviser, leaders, and Puppy
Raising Manual, and the support of each other. It
takes a village to raise a childÐ and a puppy club
to raise a Guide Dog!  Make good use of  the
resources at hand, be a good leader to your puppy
in all  settings, and give him his best  chance to
become a guide. It©s a  puppy raiser©s mission!
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Special  diets  notwithstanding,  most
GDB puppies eat Purina Pro Plan Large
Breed Puppy  food until  they  are one
year old. Puppies older than one year get
Eukanuba Adult Maintenance (not large
breed).  Eight-week  old pups start  out
with feedings three times a day. At about 16-18
weeks,   puppies switch to two daily  feedings.
(There is no longer a need to switch to one meal a
day at one year old as we did in the past.) Make
transitions gradually,  over  about  5-7  days,  to
avoid tummy upsets.
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Please  add  the  female©s  in-season  dates
prominently on the puppy©s record book. (Month
and year  is fine).  This will  help the Breeding

Department should that girl be chosen for
the breeding program. Since this is not a
written question on the form, raisers of
females need to make a special  effort to
remember to write this information on the
end-of-puppy  report.  Why  not  take a
minute to write the information in the
record book when the dog is in season?

Also, include it on your monthly reportÐ you will
get copies back when your dog is due for recall. 



* 5 $ ' 8 $ 7 ( �7 2 �5 $ , 6( 5
We asked the members of  the G-Dogs
listserv the question:  “ as a Guide Dog
user, what would you say is the one most
important thing we as raisers can do to
that would make your life easier with the

dog?”  Here are some of their answers.

“ I never relieve my dog off leash as I don©t have a
yard  so  comfort  with  leash  relieving  is very
important to me.”

“ I  think all  of  you raisers on this list are great.
There are some, however, that friends have run
across, who allowed the dog on the bed and that
caused them much trouble later.”  

“A  Guide Dog should be able to communicate
and socialize well with other dogs.”

“A good off leash recall is a major help,
when you have no vision and need that
doggie back pronto.”

“My  last  dog had  quite a significant  barking
problem when at home, so one thing I would like
is for puppy raisers to really discourage barking
when off duty.”

“Socialize  them  and  take  them  to  as  many
different  places as possible.  This way they get
used to many different types of surroundings and
situations.”

“Thanks so much for all  that you do with these
pups! Here is my list of things to teach or work on

with guide pups:
Good house manners.
Good around food.
Good off leash recall.
Good at relieving on leash.
Good basic obedience.”

“As others have said, I  really like having a dog
who is very comfortable relieving on leash.”

“Teach those puppies a good solid recall. Solid
obedience,  confrontation  with  as  many
things/events/settings as possible.”

“Thanks again  for  all  you  do.  My
Guide Dog was  raised in Phoenix.
They do not have a light rail system.
Nor  had he been on a plane before
being matched with me. He was well
socialized,  though,  and  comfortable with  new
experiences.  In  the short  time we have been
together,  he has  flown  several  times,  ridden
trains, and had to guide under weather conditions
that  he never  dreamed possible.  He welcomes
every new challenge as if  it is a fun and exciting
adventure.  He is always so proud when he is
praised for doing something new.”

“Remember to write a detailed Fun Things About
My Pup sheet as I  always like to hear my dog©s
likes and dislikes.  I  especially like to hear  the
nicknames my pup has had and his or her favorite
toys and any cute behaviors.”
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The Right Dog for  the Job details
the training of  both service and
Guide Dogs in  simple text  and
crisp,  color  photographs.  Ira,  a
golden retriever raised as a service
dog  for  PawsAbilities,  has  his

future career put in jeopardy when the assigned
training facility isn©t ready for him. That©s when
Guide Dogs for the Blind steps inÐ Ira is put in
training at San Rafael  and the book follows him
through his training and graduation as a Guide
Dog. Ira©s story shows the impact  these special
dogs have not  only on the lives of  their  blind
partners,  but  everyone  associated  with  them
during their  time in the puppy raiser  home. A
lovely book to delight puppy raisers and educate
anyone interested in service dog and guide dog
programs. (Review by Andrea Loughry)


